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campaign for independence, resulting in the formation of both the Bougainville Rev-
olutionary Army (BRA) and a government-backed militia (the PNGDF), the declara-
tion of Bougainville’s independence and a descent into lawlessness and violence.

Women occupy a crucial place in traditional Bougainville society, determining 
kinship ties and land inheritance. From the early days of the Bougainville crisis, 
women’s groups played an important role in initiatives to end the violence and pro-
mote a sustainable solution to the conflict. Although their participation in the for-
mal peace process and political arena was limited, women’s groups on both sides 
of the conflict helped create and sustain pressure for peace through marches, vig-
ils, petitions, mass meetings and conferences. They also played an important role in 
awakening the international community to the suffering of the Bougainville people.

According to the coordinator of the Bougainville Inter-Church Women’s Forum 
(BICWF) Sr Lorraine Garasu, women experienced harassment by both the BRA and 
the PNGDF forces. Freedom of movement and communication were restricted, af-
fecting the supply of medicines, basic goods and the provision of education. Restric-
tions on movement meant that women often had to wait days before they could go 
to their gardens to collect food.

Women in the BRA-controlled areas bore the brunt of the war. Behind the 
eight-year blockade, they struggled to care for their children without medicines, im-
munization and adequate food supplies. Many babies died from preventable child-
hood diseases. Those in the mountains suffered from lack of warm clothing. Women 
and girls in both areas were at risk of rape by soldiers from all factions. The “divide 
and rule” tactics of the PNGDF were successful in creating and maintaining divi-
sions between Bougainvilleans, with the consequence that peace groups were ini-
tially forced to operate in isolation from each other.

Individual women nevertheless used their high status in the family to negotiate 
peace in their communities and their influence as go-betweens with the warring fac-
tions to maintain constructive dialogue. Mothers went into the bush to attempt to 
bring their sons home. In south and southwest Bougainville, women went into the 
jungle to negotiate with the local BRA.

Groups such as the Catholic Women’s Association and the Bougainville Com-
munity Integrated Development Agency (BOCIDA) were the mainstay of humani-
tarian networks that provided food, clothing and medicines to those in government 
and BRA-controlled areas. These clandestine networks were the only source of emer-
gency assistance. 

In October 1994, the national government called a peace conference in Arawa. 
Though the BRA and BIG leadership boycotted this event, women’s groups took 
the opportunity to meet and air their views. Shortly after this, Catholic women or-
ganized a Bougainville Reunion in Buka. More than 2,000 women from all over 
Bougainville attended this conference.

In 1995, women from the BRA and government-controlled areas sent separate 
delegations to the Fourth Global Conference on Women in Beijing. On their return, 
women from northern Bougainville conducted a silent march in protest against the 
war in defiance of the state of emergency.

The Bougainville Inter-Church Women’s Forum (BICWF) was established in 
1995 as a united women’s voice from all church groups. It included a wide range of 
women many of whom had not previously been politically active. Later in 1995, the 
BICWF began to organize for a Women’s Peace Forum which was subsequently held 
in Arawa in August 1996. About 700 women met to discuss how they could move 
towards a united front and find lasting solutions to the Bougainville Crisis. 

October 1996 brought Bougainville women from both sides of the blockade 
together at a forum in Sydney; it produced a position paper that became a stepping-
stone for further peace talks.

Since the 2001 peace settlement in Bougainville, the 
Bougainville Inter-Church Women’s Forum (BICWF) has 
focused on critical literacy, reproductive health and 
education, counseling and a programme to combat 
violence against women. © UnitingWorld
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A negotiated settlement was achieved in 2001. The women’s contribution was 
part of “an extraordinary array of creative initiatives and interventions that succeed-
ed not only in ending the organized violence but brought together Bougainville soci-
ety within a national framework […].”7

While the question of women’s participation in structures of the new govern-
ment remains open in post-conflict Bougainville, a range of NGOs led mainly by 
women have since focused their work on critical literacy, reproductive health and 
education, counseling and a programme to combat violence against women. 

The BICWF has shifted its focus to small business training and capacity-build-
ing for women and local women’s organizations. It has developed an education pack 
of materials about the conflict and peace process for use in critical literacy training 
workshops across Bougainville. A “Learning from the Bougainville Peace Process” 
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programme helps workshop participants understand their own conflict resulting 
from the Bougainville crisis. 

More Information:
“The role of women in promoting peace and reconciliation.” Article by Sr Lorraine 

Garasu, ACCORD, Conciliation Resources, 2002. http://bit.ly/hSsw3T 
“The origins of the conflict”. Abstract of an article by Mary-Louise O’Callaghan, 

ACCORD, Conciliation Resources, 2002. http://bit.ly/hnj1Tk
Bougainville Inter-Church Women’s Forum (BICWF) Website. http://bit.ly/e6H47l

Young Ambassadors for Peace  
“The YAP programme has taken us by surprise. It has exceeded our wildest expectations. 
(…) There is a continuing and constant demand from our partner churches right across 
the Asia-Pacific region for workshops and support.”8

“UnitingWorld: connecting communities for life” is an agency of the Uniting Church 
in Australia (UCA) with a charter to stand in solidarity with church partners in Afri-
ca, Asia, and the Pacific. It is the UCA’s agent for partnerships between churches and 
communities worldwide and its peace-making programmes are run through Young 
Ambassadors for Peace (YAP).

Founded in 2001 by a former nun from the Philippines, Joy Balazo, YAP is 
training, networking and movement-building rolled into one. The programme as-
sists young people to develop a culture of peace based on justice. It exposes them to 
the idea that conflict can be resolved through peaceful means and that lasting peace 
with justice is a possibility. YAP tries to equip young people to actively and construc-
tively participate in the struggle for justice and peace in their countries. 

YAP has peace-making centres across some of the most conflict-ridden areas of 
Asia and the Pacific:  Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Burma, the Philippines, Papua 
New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. Each centre is supported by local staff trained 
to run effective peace-building workshops. The programme empowers young people 
to create peace, resolve conflict and build friendships across barriers of tension and 
violence, paving the way for much-needed development.

YAP training takes the form of workshops with grassroots participants leading 
the way. The rationale is that globalization has made many grassroots people feel 
powerless. While communities formerly had their own ways of dealing with conflict, 
fear and mistrust have blocked their capacity to do so. YAP training concentrates on 
scaling down fear, helping people to rediscover themselves and rebuild trust so they 
can work together to resolve problems nonviolently.

There is much preparation before any workshop; people need to understand 
something about the purpose and methods before committing. A 2006 workshop 
in the PNG Highlands, for example, was preceded by two years of preliminary plan-
ning and commitment. Teaching methods include role plays, small group discussion, 
games, drawing a conflict map, outlining the needs and fears of the parties involved 
and lectures on issues like discrimination, prejudice and peace-building methods. 
The “burning of prejudices” is a key activity: participants write their prejudices and 
negative feelings about others on paper and burn them. Testimonies suggest that this 
brings release and healing to many participants.9

A YAP Coordinators and Leaders Workshop in 2005 assisted young people to 
move from being participants to becoming leaders. During the workshop, they heard 
each others’ stories, built relationships and established communication avenues, agreed 

Top: WCC Living Letters team visits Young Ambassadors for 
Peace in Ambon, Indonesia. © WCC
Bottom: YAP’s work is coordinated in Ambon City, although 
activity takes place anywhere from the city to the outer 
islands 300 kms away. The major conflict in this area 
is between Christian and Muslim communities. Each 
workshop includes a mix of members from both faiths and 
is organized to enable each faith to make their regular 
religious observances. © Unitingworld
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on the vision, aims, values and structure of YAP and were trained in a range of skills 
including bookkeeping and administration. YAP also began inviting members from 
one country to act as resource people in selected YAP programmes in other countries.

YAP coordinators
�� manage funds and provide regular financial reports to the central office; 
�� organize activities for the expansion of YAP and recruit new members;
�� identify possible donors and contributors within the community;
�� attend community meetings on behalf of YAP;
�� convene area meetings for planning, monitoring and evaluation.

The programme’s training and networking approach builds a strong commit-
ment to peace-building. A participant in a YAP coordinators’ meeting in Canberra, 
Australia in March 2005 testified that: 

They have not given up hope or their commitment to peace.
They learn to know and work beside people from ‘the opposition’.
They work in their local areas where they are known and have earned trust.
They are given practical tools to use in peace-making and guided to take small simple 
steps in that process.
They have discovered that change for peace can only happen when there is change in 
their own hearts and attitudes.
People who have been leaders of violence are now leading in new directions.10 

More Information:
The UnitingWorld Peace-making Programme Website at http://bit.ly/bMOGmp

Educating Children without Corporal 
Punishment, Cameroon 
EMIDA (Education our le Mieux-être de l’Individu et le Développement de 
l’Afrique) is a family education programme in Cameroon devoted to the develop-
ment of a more harmonious society in which avoiding corporal punishment within 
the family and at school will help one generation to transmit responsible behavior to 
the next, and in which the potential of each child and of the adult she/he will later 
become can develop.

The programme was initiated in 1998 by a long-time development worker from 
the Exchange and Mission department of the Swiss Protestant churches working in 
Cameroon. In Gabriel Henry Nicole’s experience, conflicts over children’s educa-
tion were often related to their punishment by beatings (la bastonnade) with serious 
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Muslim and Christian Women Pray the 
Devil Back to Hell, Liberia 
“In the past we were silent, but after being killed, raped, dehumanized and infected 
with diseases and watching our children and families destroyed, war has taught us that 
the future lies in saying NO to violence and YES to peace! We will not relent until peace 
prevails.” 11

Over 200,000 people died and another half million Liberians were displaced as a 
result of devastating wars between 1989 and 1997 and also between 1999 and 2003. 
Liberian women in record numbers were confronted with unspeakable violence. 
During the war and post-conflict periods, these women faced the death of family 
members, sexual violence, shame, stigma and challenging economic and social envi-
ronments.

Founded by the presidents of two different Lutheran churches, Leymah Roberta 
Gbowee and Comfort Freeman, the Women in Peacebuilding Network (WIPNET) 
mobilized women in the early days of Liberia’s first civil war. WIPNET staged public 
marches in 1991 to advocate for peace and security, and started to attend peace talks 
by 1993. The lull following the 1996 peace agreement and the 1997 election was 

Rita Wheazor (centre left, foreground), director of  
War-Affected Women in Liberia (WAMIL) with other 
members of WAMIL. © ACT International/Callie Long
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short-lived. War resumed in 2000 and WIPNET intensified its efforts to mobilize 
women to call for peace.

A defining moment for WIPNET’s inclusion in Liberia’s peace process during 
the second civil war occurred when President Charles Taylor challenged them to find 
the rebel leaders. The women funded a small delegation’s trip to Sierra Leone where 
some of the rebel leaders were staying. They arranged meetings between Taylor and 
the rebel leaders, earning a reputation as objective intermediaries. 

In 2003, because of the brutality of the war, WIPNET launched the Women of 
Liberia Mass Action for Peace Campaign to confront and engage the rebels directly, 
traveling all over the country and region. Christian and Muslim women joined forc-
es; inspired by the work of the Christian women’s peace initiative, the-then assistant 
minister for Administration and Public Safety and president of the Liberia Female 
Law Enforcement Association formed the Liberian Muslim Women’s Organization 
to work for peace. 

The Peace Campaign started with local women praying and singing in a fish 
market. Thousands of women united their efforts, staged silent nonviolent protests, 
forced a meeting with President Charles Taylor and extracted a promise from him 
to attend peace talks in Ghana. They also withheld sex until their husbands saw the 
light and pledged to wage peace, too.

A delegation of Liberian women went to prayerful sit-ins outside the presiden-
tial palace, blocking all the doors and windows and preventing anyone from leaving 
the peace talks without a resolution. The women of Liberia thus became a political 
force to be reckoned with. Their actions brought about an agreement during the 
stalled peace talks. As a result, the women were able to achieve peace in Liberia after 
a 14-year civil war and later helped bring to power the country’s first woman head of 
state, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

An award-winning 2008 documentary film entitled Pray the Devil Back to Hell 
tells how Liberian women – Muslims and Christians – prayed for the devil of war to 
get back to hell. The film reconstructs the Peace Campaign’s struggle through inter-
views, archival footage and striking images of contemporary Liberia. It is compelling 
testimony to the potential of women worldwide to alter the history of nations.

Filming in Liberia in 2007 was a challenge. The number of recently demobi-
lized, unemployed soldiers made security a concern and most of the country includ-
ing Monrovia was without electricity. Finding a cameraman who had worked for 
Sirleaf ’s two predecessors was a critical breakthrough. He arrived with footage of the 
women meeting then-president Charles Taylor. It became one of the most important 
moments in the whole film. 

After that, the two film directors had to ask people to look and look again for 
any footage of the women in action. There were hours and hours of footage of child 
soldiers, of dead and mutilated bodies, of mass burials and very little of the women. 
Piece by piece, through many individual cameramen in Liberia, different NGOs and 
news agencies from all over the world, archive material started trickling in. 

“In Liberia, so many children were groomed to be murderers, rapists and loot-
ers. The women came to see these child soldiers for what they actually were: chil-
dren. Gbowee and the other women did not see themselves as angels or the child 
soldiers as devils. These armed boys were recognized as victims of the men who used 
them as flesh and blood tools of terror.”12

“Pray the Devil Back to Hell gives us a good look at how and why the Chris-
tian and Muslim women earned the respect of their countrymen. They learned why, 
when and how to stand up for essential human interest.”13 
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More Information:
Amnesty International Website, page on “Women of Liberia fighting for peace.” 

http://bit.ly/bN416n  
Film Website: http://bit.ly/f75F2j 
“Sending the Devil Home. A documentary shows how women toppled a dictator-

ship and brought Liberia’s decade-long civil war to a halt.” Article by Stanley 
Crouch on the ROOT Website. 9 July 2010. http://wapo.st/dtvPNM  

Wikipedia Website: http://bit.ly/ds2qOX 

The Decade in Germany14 
Regional member churches (Landeskirchen) of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD) and German peace initiatives demonstrated their serious commitment to the 
DOV by carrying out a wide variety of activities and events at different levels – local, 
regional and national – throughout the Decade. The following account highlights 
some of the major DOV-related activities and events implemented across Germany 
over the years 2001-2010.

An “Open Forum”, MEET (More Ecumenical Empowerment Together) and an 
Ecumenical Network in Germany (ÖNiD) were the three main networks through 
which pan-regional activities were coordinated.

The “Open Forum for the Decade to Overcome Violence” was a network es-
tablished in January 2000 by groups involved in the WCC’s Conciliar Process for 
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC), employees and volunteers from 
churches organized in the Council of Christian Churches in Germany (ACK) and 
from various German ecumenical peace groups and institutions. 30-40 network par-
ticipants met twice a year and set up a mailing list for information exchange. With-
out a budget or a fixed structure, their endeavours were supported by the EKD. The 
Open Forum paved the way for campaigns, cooperation for the German Protestant 
Kirchentag, publications and two national consultations (in 2005 and 2010) on a 
common agenda for “just peace”. It created trust and initiated cooperation between 
the “roots” and formal church structures.

In 2006, many young German delegates attended the WCC’s Ninth Assembly 
in Porto Alegre, Brazil. To bring the Decade closer to youth groups at home, they 
compiled a folder entitled “Gewalt global überwinden. Junge Impulse.” (Overcome 
violence globally: Young impulses.) This initiative developed into the MEET (More 
Ecumenical Empowerment Together) network, a young German Christians’ infor-
mation and discussion forum. Following its annual assembly in 2009, a “Letter to 
Parents” was published by the peace movement with MEET which described how 
young German Christians experience the striving for “Peace on Earth”. 

The Ecumenical Network in Germany (ÖNiD) was founded in 2006 as a co-
operative platform for ecumenical groups, regional networks and national organiza-
tions committed to Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation within church and 
society. It sees itself as an integral part of but also as a counterpart to the institutional 
church. ÖNiD has prepared for the 2011 International Ecumenical Peace Convoca-
tion (IEPC) in several theme-oriented work groups including a Solidarity Economy 
Global Academy. It contributed to the first draft of the Ecumenical Declaration on 
Just Peace, while ÖNiD groups were also involved in formulating draft declarations 
for the IEPC.

At the beginning of the DOV, the ACK together with the DÖSTA (German Ec-
umenical Study Commission) initiated a working group to accompany the Decade 
with theological background reflections and publications. This group consisted of 

http://bit.ly/bN416n
http://bit.ly/f75F2j
http://wapo.st/dtvPNM
http://bit.ly/ds2qOX
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Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Protestant theologians. They held two annual meet-
ings to address subjects such as the fascination of violence (2004), Mennonite peace 
theology (2005), healing of memories (2006), overcoming violence and eschatol-
ogy (2008) and the legacy of René Girard’s thinking on sacred violence (2009). The 
question of the legitimacy of military action was examined in relation to Lutheran 
Churches with reference to the 1530 Augsburg Confession and its Article 16 that 
deals with “just warfare” and killing “without sin”. 

In 2001, the Baden-Wuerttemberg “Protestant Work Group for Peace” (EAK) 
published an insert for the Protestant hymnbook that includes the Augsburg Con-
fession with a correction to Article 16, withdrawing the condemnation of nonvio-
lence. A gesture of reconciliation between Lutherans and Mennonites at the assem-
bly of the Lutheran World Federation in 2010 in Stuttgart laid the foundation for a 
new interpretation or revision of the Augsburg Confession.

In 2003, the German “Diakonisches Werk” initiated an international Decade 
project to overcome domestic violence whose centrepiece was an interactive circulat-
ing exhibition, “76 Rosenstraße”, conceived in cooperation with the “Brot für die 
Welt” campaign and presented at the 2005 German Kirchentag in Hanover for the 
first time (see description below).

With billboards, a postcard series and a Website, the Open Forum’s “Respect 
Campaign” encouraged young people aged between 12 and 21 to discuss and partic-
ipate in a competition on the notion of “respect”. The campaign recognized young 
people’s creativity and focused on the needs and interests of youngsters in Europe, 
linking closely to the 3rd European Ecumenical Assembly in Sibiu in 2007. Prize-
winning projects from schools and confirmation classes, games for youth groups and 
film recommendations were presented in a brochure for confirmation and youth 
work. The “Respect Campaign” billboards and postcards are still in demand today.

During the Decade, several German regional churches designed training courses 
to introduce peace theology and nonviolence, qualify participants for conflict analy-
sis and encourage them to apply peace education at school. Basic two-week courses 
were designed for church and civil society multipliers in the hope that these would 
be incorporated into church education from confirmation class up to theological 
studies levels.

More than 900 13-16-year-olds attended two-day peace training seminars de-
signed by the Evangelical Church of Baden. The young people were sensitized to 
different forms of violence; they learned to analyze the causes, methods of dealing 
with escalating situations of violence and of settling conflicts in a constructive man-
ner. The seminar used mainly experience- and practice-based teaching methods, and 
the youngsters were encouraged to reflect on their own lives and contexts. In order 
to transmit Decade concerns throughout the church, a total of 180 church employ-
ees and volunteers were trained as peace-making trainers. The EKD Conference for 
Peace-Building recommended this project to other regional churches.

Beyond Germany itself, highly skilled and experienced Peace Service volunteers 
are active in conflict regions around the world within the framework of national and 
local partners’ peace-making endeavours. On their return, they report on their expe-
riences in parishes and schools.15

“Let justice roll like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!” (Am 5,24) 
is the motto of a “Danube Wave of Peace” project jointly initiated by South German 
and Lutheran churches in Austria, Hungary, Romania and Slovakia. As the Decade 
drew to a close, they suggested that the river Danube might symbolize their future 
peace-making activities together. 

The six churches are seeking new ways to shape the region’s future together. In 
the context of societal and economic changes in an integrated Europe, they intend 
to face their regional challenges like intercultural understanding and better living 
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conditions for immigrants together
From September 2010 to May 2011, the six churches are taking it in turns to 

celebrate an international peace service and will attend a final celebration in Ger-
many at the beginning of July 2011. 

More Information:
Council of Christian Churches in Germany (ACK) Website (in German): 

http://bit.ly/eKt7zE  
ÖNiD Website (in German): http://www.oenid.net/ 

“No Kick from Kicks”, Germany 
Designed for young adults, a Schritte gegen Tritte (No kick from kicks) awareness-
raising programme in Germany focuses on structural, cultural and personal violence 
and offers methods of nonviolent conflict resolution taking into account the age and 
gender of participants. 

A church seminar programme, it draws its inspiration from a biblical spiritual-
ity of nonviolence but also from the history of anti-racism and anti-apartheid work 
in South Africa as well as from a wide spectrum of other religions and experiences 
around the world. The programme was designed in 1993 by Rev. Klaus J. Burck-
hardt, officially adopted by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hanover’s “Working 
for Justice” Department and implemented in the Brunswick area from 1996-2007. 

In 1997, Schritte gegen Tritte began cooperating closely with a state-related agen-
cy – the Arbeitsstelle Rechtsextremismus und Gewalt (ARUG) focusing on “Right-
wing Extremism and Violence” and in 2009 the two bodies together produced a 
brochure entitled Gib dem Hass keine Chance - Neo-Nazis enttarnen! (Don’t give Hate 
a Chance – Unmask Neo-Nazis) to be used in schools and congregations to discuss 
violence.

Schritte gegen Tritte teaching material is presented in seminars that help to shed 
light on structural, ethnic and personal violence in connection with racism and 
marginalization and encourage young adults to reflect on their own situation. Such 
seminars are now organized in 40 German schools and 60 congregations each year. 
In addition, 140 teachers have studied the project’s methods and material and are 
currently working in schools and congregations around the country. 

In Johannesburg, the South African theatre group “Hlalanathi” conducts “Steps 
against violence” workshops in ten inner city schools. A “Peace Train” project involv-
ing two exchanges between German and South African schools took place in 2001 
and 2002. Regular exchanges with German facilitators and several theatre tours in 
German schools have strengthened the working relationship between the partner 
organizations. 

A typical all-day Schritte gegen Tritte seminar would present the experiences of 
the South African anti-apartheid movement, tailoring this material to the local scene 
in an inter-active and participatory way. Another approach focuses on the experi-
ences of young migrants from the African continent on their way to Europe who 
encounter the violence of both border police and prejudice. Participants are encour-
aged to talk about their own experiences of confronting violence and to analyze its 
root causes. Such seminars provide Christian ethical guidelines for active nonvio-
lence and introduce concrete approaches that participants enact through role-play; 
the aim is to promote analysis and understanding, and instill courage. 

Among the teaching materials developed by Schritte gegen Tritte, a booklet about 
neo-Nazis called Wir erobern die Städte vom Lande aus (We conquer the country’s 

In 2007/2008, an evaluation of the “Schritte gegen Tritte” 
project involving more than ten schools showed that it is 
a key factor in long-term improvements in school climate 
and conflict management. © Schritte gegen Tritte

http://bit.ly/eKt7zE
http://www.oenid.net/
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cities) offers “10 arguments why Christians raise their voices against Right-wing ex-
tremism”  and suggestions on “Debate with neo-Nazis”, “What congregations can 
do,”  or “Successful networking against the extreme right”. 

More Information:
Schritte Gegen Tritte Website: http://bit.ly/gYiQy3

Domestic Violence and the “76, 
Rosenstrasse” Exhibit, Germany 
From 2003 to 2006, the Social Service Agency of the Protestant Churches in Ger-
many (Diakonie) and its “Brot für die Welt” (“Bread for the World”) campaign car-
ried out an international project on “Overcoming Domestic Violence” as their con-
tribution to the Decade to Overcome Violence. 

The project assisted partners, institutions and organizations worldwide to dis-
cuss domestic violence, pool their expertise and develop strategies. The target groups 
were primarily partner organizations in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Eastern Europe 
and Germany already involved in combating domestic violence. The project also at-
tempted to reach out to multipliers in the ecumenical and secular spheres. 

Over a period of three years, development cooperation experts and church rep-
resentatives, human rights experts, legal experts, doctors, policemen and representa-
tives from the media met at various international workshops on different continents 
to discuss strategies for overcoming violence, reflect on their own set of problems, 
develop new ways of conflict resolution and plan further action.16 

Experience gained at strategic workshops and international professional confer-
ences revealed considerable expertise, marked creativity and serious commitment 
to fighting domestic violence on all continents. Informal networks were set up in 
Cameroon, for instance, where various NGOs worked jointly on a shadow report to 
the UN CEDAW. Discovering that gender-specific discrimination is very similar in 
quite different regions motivated participants to learn from each other and take new 
measures against gender discrimination. On the other hand, it became obvious that 
the subject is a bigger taboo than was expected in many parts of the world. 

The Social Service Agency and “Brot für die Welt” also made another and highly 
innovative attempt to bring domestic violence out of the shadows into the light of 
public attention and to suggest strategies for overcoming it. 

Based on findings from the international project and on what they had already 
learned from their long-time commitment to violence prevention and support to 
victims of domestic violence, the two agencies created an interactive exhibition 
called “76, Rosenstrasse” and launched it at the German “Kirchentag” in Hanover in 
2005. Since then, the exhibition has been touring Germany and other countries. For 
the February 2006 Ninth WCC Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil for example, it was 
adapted to the Brazilian context. 

The heart of the exhibition is an outwardly inconspicuous three-bedroom flat 
in which, looking more closely and actively, the visitor can detect evidence of vari-
ous facets of domestic violence. The rooms contain furniture and everyday objects 
as well as audio clips and information boards. In the living room for instance, an 
answering machine reveals details of the family’s history: the daughter’s fears, the 
mother’s humiliation by her violent partner. A doctor’s certificate on the table il-
lustrates the consequences of domestic violence while the savings book in the living 
room cabinet details the global costs of this catastrophe. In the bedroom, visitors are 

http://bit.ly/gYiQy3
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told how rape and attempted suicides destroy many people’s lives. These bare facts 
and figures also have a voice: on a CD player approximately 60 people talk about 
their first-hand experiences of domestic violence.

The second part of the exhibition is a forum for information, reflection and ex-
change. Posters and presentations suggest concrete measures and strategies whereby 
everyone can contribute to overcoming domestic violence.

The exhibition can be ordered from Brot für die Welt.17 

More Information:
Overcoming Domestic Violence: a Global Challenge. Experiences and recommendations 

from an international project. Social Service Agency of the Protestant Church in 
Germany, English edition, Stuttgart, 2007. Also available in German, Spanish, 
French, Portuguese. http://bit.ly/ep4135 

Peace Counts: School, Tour and 
Foundation; Germany 
“Every day, the media show us how to make war. But how do we make peace? The search 
for answers has led reporters sponsored by the Peace Counts Foundation into 30 conflict 
zones to take a closer look at the work of successful peace-builders.”18

“Peace Counts” is a German journalistic and educational project that focuses on high-
lighting peace-makers who may not have received significant coverage in mainstream 
media. The project was started by journalist, Michael Gleich in cooperation with the 
German news agency Zeitenspiegel and the Institute for Peace Education in Tübingen. 

A Peace Counts Tour funded by the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
the Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen (IFA) selects projects from around the world 
that serve as successful examples of crisis prevention, nonviolent conflict resolution 
and peace-building. Inter-disciplinary teams of journalists and researchers visit the 
projects and document the results of their work in text, image and sound. This mate-
rial is prepared for use in a variety of media formats, translated for international dis-
semination and then distributed. These reports have been featured in domestic and 
international newspapers and magazines and have reached an estimated readership 
of over 40 million people. The project also organizes discussion forums with various 
project partners which are directed primarily toward a specialist audience. 

“The project targets the general population, experts, peace activists and multipli-
ers in Germany and throughout the world. All reports are published on a Website 
which makes them accessible worldwide. Together with the Institute for Peace Edu-
cation in Tübingen, Peace Counts produced a CD ROM containing presentations 
of various projects for use in youth-orientated activities and school instruction. A 
photography exhibition was also developed in cooperation with the Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation and the GTZ (German Technical Cooperation). This exhibition (…) 
has been shown at events such as the 2005 German Protestant Church Congress 
(Kirchentag), the 2005 Shanghai International Arts Festival and the 2006 WCC As-
sembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil.”19

“Peace Counts closes the gap between professional journalism – which is largely 
subject to market forces and which focuses more on current wars and crises than on 
long-term peace-building efforts – and actors involved in civil conflict resolution 
who rarely possess the necessary resources and skills to present their goals, methods 
and achievements to a broader public audience.”20 

http://bit.ly/ep4135
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The Peace Counts School is an educational programme of the Institute for Peace 
Education in Tübingen, Germany in cooperation with the Peace Counts Founda-
tion. The school has developed courses and teaching aids for ongoing and relevant 
peace education in schools in CD Rom format and online. This material encourages 
and equips children and young adults to take responsibility for their environment, 
their immediate family and community; to develop an understanding of contexts 
elsewhere in the world; and to engage in peace endeavors. 

The Peace Counts exhibition and accompanying course material focus on cen-
tral aspects of people’s lives together such as fear, interdependence and conflict and 
reconciliation, and suggest ways to overcome violence and resignation. Using con-
crete examples, the course suggests how to 

�� recognize violence, call it by its name, and end it;
�� understand how conflicts can escalate, and find ways to de-escalate and resolve 

them;
�� discern how the media treat war and violence, and do sensitive peace reporting;  
�� and understand what it means to be a peace-maker.

Peace Counts material includes reports from the Peace Counts on Tour visits to 
regions like Afghanistan, Columbia, India, Ivory Coast, Japan, Macedonia, Mali, 
the Middle East, Northern Ireland, the Philippines, Russia, South Africa and Sri 
Lanka. These reports focus on actions by peace-makers and discuss topics like “How 
to make peace” and “Peace journalism”. 

More Information:
Peace Counts Website: http://bit.ly/h9eDg3 
Peace Counts School : http://bit.ly/h9VwKx  
Peace Counts on Tour: http://bit.ly/dEjE1o  

At a workshop in the School 
for Peace halfway between 
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, young 
women from Palestine (left) and 
Israel (right) locked themselves 
in a room for three days and 
shared their opinions — open 
and sometimes cruel. © Peace 
Counts

http://bit.ly/h9eDg3
http://bit.ly/h9VwKx
http://bit.ly/dEjE1o
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100,000 Roses Say No to Violence, 
Switzerland 
Every year, Swiss Catholic and Protestant churches organize an ecumenical Lenten 
campaign around a particular issue. The theme chosen in 2005 was overcoming vio-
lence. Under the banner “We believe. Violence shall not have the last word”, over a 
thousand parishes around Switzerland set up stands to sell 100,000 fair trade roses 
on 12-13 March 2005. The Max Havelaar roses were donated by the MIGROS su-
permarket chain and proceeds from the sales helped to fund violence-related projects 
supported by “Bread for All”, the Development Service of the Protestant Churches 
in Switzerland and the Swiss Catholic Lenten Fund. 

“The ecumenical campaign (…) aims to demonstrate that peace can spread. Our 
aid agencies are supporting their partners in the South who must often work in ex-
treme conditions in their struggle against violence and in favor of reconciliation.” 21

Each rose represented a message of peace as well as each human being’s right 
to moral and physical integrity and was sold for a symbolic price of CHF 5; buyers 
were given a postcard featuring one of the following maxims:

�� You begin by violating human rights and end up perpetrating massacres. (Kofi 
Annan)

�� Violence reduces human beings to the level of objects. (Simone Weil)
�� An eye for eye: a logic that will finish by blinding the world. (Gandhi)
�� A brutally plucked flower loses its perfume. (Arab proverb)22

The roses were sold at street stands, shopping centres, get-togethers, youth cen-
tres, old-age homes and Lenten meals.

Coordinating the campaign, the two church agencies provided flyers, posters 
and press releases as well as detailed guidance on timing, publicity, how to contact 
local schools, communes and associations and the media, how to attract local per-
sonalities and volunteers, inform the local police, organize pick-up points, transport, 
keep the roses fresh…

“Everyone who bought a Max Havelaar rose has contributed to overcoming vio-
lence. We wish to thank them!” the two church bodies said at the end of the very 
successful 100,000 roses campaign.23

This was good news for the participants and for the agencies’ partners in the 
South. Campaign proceeds helped finance violence prevention work with, for exam-
ple, a group of men in South Africa involved in overcoming domestic violence. The 
Carice village community in Haiti was empowered to bring a return about to peace. 
Displaced people in Indonesia found a sanctuary where they were able to overcome 
their traumatisms and counter violence. 

The Decade in the USA24 
In the long, dark shadow of 9-11, the DOV Committee of the US Conference of the 
WCC began its work.25

The DOV was launched in the USA in Nashville Tennessee in April 2001 by the 
Board of the US Conference of the WCC. Although racism was the major focus of 
the launch (see Launching the Decade in “An Overview of International Actions and 

Awaiting “customers” were some of the 100,000 roses 
sold in 2005, each with its little Bread for All and Swiss 
Catholic Lenten Fund flag. © Patrick Kummer
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Projects” section on p. 21), 9/11 changed that – at least for the first half of the Decade.
At the year’s end, an international delegation from seven WCC member church-

es came to express their sorrow and support for the people in the US. Being min-
istered to rather than providing comfort, counsel, ideas and service was a new and 
deeply moving experience for many US Christians who encountered the team. 

And when the new US DOV Committee – a very small group of WCC member 
church representatives – began their work in 2002 and early 2003, it centered on 
creating educational materials about the potential demands and consequences of the 
US waging war on Iraq. Church leaders and boards issued statements that needed to 
be distributed and, in many cases, defended. 

On August 30, 2002 for example, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Pre-
siding Bishop Mark Hanson broke with a long tradition of either silence or outright 
support of war in a pastoral letter to the 11,000 ELCA congregations explaining his 
opposition to US intervention in Iraq. 

Several weeks later, 38 leaders from American, Canadian and British churches 
attending a WCC Central Committee meeting in Geneva, Switzerland issued an 
urgent call to the American government to pull back from its unilateral movement 
towards pre-emptive military action against Iraq and to seek the appropriate counsel 
of the Congress, the United Nations and its allies. This appeal was followed by an 
outpouring of statements of opposition by the churches, their boards and women’s 
organizations through the fall of 2002. 

In a letter underwritten by a national “Churches for Middle East Peace” coali-
tion, 49 Protestant, Orthodox, Catholic and Evangelical leaders expressed their op-
position to US military action in Iraq as early as September 12, 2002. The use of a 
pre-emptive strike could not be morally justified the coalition argued; to use it was 
to risk its justification by other nations in the future. 

Faced with mainstream media’s lack of interest in statements by mainline 
churches, the National Council of Churches prepared a 30-minute spot for CNN 
and Fox cable news in New York and Washington D.C. in which United Methodist 
Council of Bishops ecumenical officer Bishop Melvin Talbert called the US inten-
tion a violation of “God’s law and the teachings of Jesus Christ”.

Members of WCC member churches joined the millions of people at a national 
protest in Washington, D.C. in January 2003. While churches rarely sponsored these 
mammoth gatherings, they often shared information so that individual members might 
join other dissenters, whether in large demonstrations or through Internet petitions.

Representatives of the US Conference for the WCC addressed a message to the 
WCC’s Ninth Assembly in 2006 saying that the US-led Iraq war was a “mistake”, 
and apologizing to the ecumenical community for failing to raise a prophetic voice 
to prevent it. Explaining the timing of the statement, United Church of Christ pres-
ident Rev. John Thomas of noted that “(…) the US is being perceived as a danger-
ous nation.” The Assembly was “a unique opportunity to make this statement to all 
our colleagues” in the ecumenical movement. The statement also mentioned global 
warming, Hurricane Katrina, “starvation, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the treatable 
diseases that go untreated” and the war in Iraq.26 

During the Decade, US churches forged new ways of partnering with those 
working against violence on the international level. When the WCC invited its 
member churches to take part in the UN International Day of Peace by observing 
a 21 September International Day of Prayer for Peace (IDDP), the chief executive 
of the United Methodist Church Women’s Division Dr Janice Love delivered an ad-
dress on the power and promise of peace at the Church Centre for the UN in New 
York, and the US DOV Committee distributed a bulletin insert on the IDDP.

2004 was the year of the DOV Annual Focus on the US; the Decade was thus 
the central emphasis of the US Conference annual meeting in Atlanta, Georgia in 
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October. Special efforts during the year included a statement exploring the theologi-
cal dimensions of “The Power and Promise of Peace” theme, an explanation of the 
relevance of the Decade for the US, preparation of an ecumenical peace calendar and 
of Lenten reflections (see below); and “Blessed are the Peacemakers” awards. In ad-
dition to national events, judicatories and congregations offered hundreds of other 
contributions to peace-making through sermons, services, retreats and trainings in 
nonviolence. (See “Annual Foci” section on p. 61.)

“Shift Your Space: Transform the World” was the title of a DOV event in Oc-
tober 2004. Attending the event at the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago, 
some 45 young participants listened to presentations on DOV-related issues, played 
a game about cultural clues for immigrants and discussed the lessons of Hurricane 
Katrina in relation to race and class in the US.

In the wake of the 2006 Israeli bombardment of southern Lebanon, the US 
Conference urged the WCC to issue a statement supporting a global initiative to 
ban cluster bombs and in February 2008, the WCC Central Committee adopted a 
statement supporting a global ban.

Discussions about gun control and small arms trafficking, violence in the streets 
and against ethnic groups, as well as churches’ engagement in peace-making occu-
pied the first days of a ten-day visit to the US by a Living Letters team in September 
2007. The team travelled to New York, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and New 
Orleans. (See Living Letters Visits top bar in “An Overview of International Actions 
and Projects” section on p. 23.)

In the New York area, they met with members of a multicultural church in 
Brooklyn that ministers to immigrants from the Middle East and worshipped at an 
historic church serving the African American community in Harlem. In Washington 
D.C., they heard about the grim statistics of epidemic gun violence; in Philadelphia, 
they learned about church programmes aimed at reducing violence and met with 
African-American church and civic leaders who work to make the city’s streets safer. 
In New Orleans, North American WCC president Rev. Dr Bernice Powell Jackson 
told them that “New Orleans is the ground zero of every racial social and economic 
injustice in the US.” 

A day before their February 2008 meeting, US DOV Committee members and 
ecumenical partners helped rebuild homes as part of a Church of the Brethren di-
saster service project in New Orleans. During the year, the Committee also helped 
develop a data base and centralized online calendar for the Ecumenical Accompani-
ment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI). (See Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Programme in Palestine and Israel in “An Overview of International Actions and 
Projects” section on p. 24.)

In 2009, the US DOV Committee with support from the US Conference of the 
WCC wrote to newly-elected US president Barack Obama expressing the church-
es’ readiness to “roll up our sleeves and partner with you to help bring about the 
changes that are so desperately needed for the United States”. Among these, the 
letter identified a need to “lift up the common good over self-interest and greed,” 
“recognize our own complicity in building a predatory economy on the backs of 
those most vulnerable, and reconstruct an economy with an emphasis not just on 
the middle class, but on the poor”, “renew a concrete, measurable commitment to 
human rights; rebuild an education system that attends to the needs of all of society; 
replenish God’s good creation in whatever ways possible; and recommit ourselves to 
the right of every person to have access to health care.”27

In 2010, the US DOV Committee supported a major conference hosted by 
the Church of the Brethren and other peace churches. Committee co-chairs An-
gelique Walker Smith and Michael Trice wrote a paper for the November Centennial 
Gathering/CWS and NCCUSA General Assembly in New Orleans. An important 

At the 2008 annual meeting of the US Conference for the 
WCC, Janet Johnson Bryant accepted a “Blessed Are the 
Peacemakers Award” on behalf of Liberia’s Women in 
Peacebuilding Network (WIPNET) from Lois McCullough 
Dauway. © WCC/Philip Jenks



100	 Overcoming violence: The ecumenical Decade 2001–2010

contribution in the lead-up to the IEPC, Christian Understanding of War in an Age 
of Terror(ism) begins by naming the open and painful wounds in the church. Tracing 
the past, present and future, the paper confronts painful issues of terrorism v. peace-
making as Christians are called to be the body of Christ across divides of war and 
peace in a post-Christendom context. 

More Information:
2004 US Annual Focus on the DOV Website: http://bit.ly/hKNvAU  
2006 Letter from the US Conference for the WCC to the 9th Assembly, Por-

to Alegre, Brazil. Message to the Ninth Assembly, 14 February 2006. 
http://bit.ly/gGsM6p 

2007 Living Letters visit to the US, DOV Website:  http://bit.ly/fLoj2a  
2009 Letter to President Barack Obama from the US Conference of the WCC, 20 

January 2009. http://bit.ly/f2jQQo

Lenten Fast from Violence, USA 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; Where there is doubt, faith; Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; Where there is sadness, joy. — Saint Francis of Assisi

A November 2000 letter from the US Office of the WCC invited churches in the 
USA to begin the Decade with a Lenten fast from violence and requested their 
prayerful as well as financial support. A brochure explained that

In the Orthodox tradition of Great Lent as in Roman Catholic, Anglican and several 
Protestant traditions, Christians undertake three spiritual disciplines: prayer, fasting 
and charitable giving. On the occasion of the common dates of Lent and a common 
celebration of Easter on April 15, 2001, and the inauguration of the Decade to 
Overcome Violence – Churches seeking Peace and Reconciliation (2001-2010), US 
member churches of the WCC invite all Christians to 

•	 pray the prayer of St Francis daily during Lent,
•	 fast from violence and abstain from ways in which we consume and support vio-

lence individually and communally for the Lenten period, and 
•	 give to those efforts that address the causes and consequences of violence and that 

support peace and reconciliation.28

US Christians, the invitation explained, might “fast” from violent TV shows, 
movies, video games and toys that encourage violent play or glorify war, music with 
violent lyrics, taxes that pay for war, products manufactured in sweat-shops or by 
child labor and/or financial investment in companies that produce violence.

“As we experience freedom from some aspect of violence during our fast, we can 
consider making changes to our lifestyle,” the US Office suggested. Citing Isaiah 
58:6, it invited US Christians to “a life-long fast that addresses the sources of vio-
lence in our world.”

In response and starting in 2001, some US churches invited their congregations 
to participate in the Lenten Fast from Violence. During the 2004 Annual Focus on 
the USA, the DOV Committee of the US Conference of the WCC published Lent-
en reflections and suggestions on ways to observe the fast in 2005; the 2006 Lenten 
series appeared on the WCC and denominational Websites.

http://bit.ly/hKNvAU
http://bit.ly/gGsM6p
http://bit.ly/fLoj2a
http://bit.ly/f2jQQo
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The reflections were organized into six weeks corresponding to the weeks of 
Lent, and were accompanied by resource guides highlighting responses by people of 
faith to overcoming violence. Topics included violent video games (week 1); violence 
in creation (2); violence against women, including trafficking (3); militarism (4); 
Iraq (5); local violence caused in individual communities by poverty or structural 
violence (6).29 

More Information:
To the Churches of the USA. An Invitation. US Office of the WCC flyer. 

Peace for Life: Inter-faith Resistance 
to War and Economic Globalization, 
Philippines 
Peace for Life (PfL) defines itself as a global solidarity network and movement of 
peace advocates rooted in faith communities and social movements “engaged in 
various forms of resistance to Empire [sic]”. As such, it is committed to interfaith, 
South-South and North-South solidarity and “progressive faith-based responses to 
the imperatives of justice and peace”. It is engaged in networking, information ex-
change, common action and the programmes and projects of its participants. 

The call to form a new ecumenical alliance that would gather faith-based resis-
tance to war and economic globalization emerged at a September 2002 international 
ecumenical conference on “Terrorism in a Globalized World” in Manila, Philippines 
sponsored by the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), the National Council of 
Churches in the Philippines (NCCP) and the WCC. The call was fleshed out at an 
October 2003 international workshop on “A People’s Forum on Peace for Life” in 
Seoul, Korea which challenged “churches and partners around the world to join in a 
movement for inter-faith, multi-religious solidarity to resist domination and milita-
rized globalization and to build peace for life”.30

The First People’s Forum, held at the end of 2004 in Davao City, Philippines, 
served as Peace for Life’s inaugural assembly. Held in Muslim Mindanao, the Forum 
sought to address peace “in the context of a world where religious divides are exploit-
ed and exacerbated in order to advance an agenda of global economic and military 
domination”. Its theme, “Sowing Seeds of Peace in the Era of Empire: Christians in 
Solidarity with Muslims,” highlighted “the critical need to build interfaith solidar-
ity in the Islamic context of war and peace and recognized the urgency of coming 
together in the face of the flagrant misuse of religion (…) as an excuse for war by the 
US Empire and its allies.”31

Initially conceived as a mainly-Christian ecumenical initiative in solidarity with 
other faith groups, Peace for Life was subsequently affirmed as a place for people 
whose varied spiritualities were nurtured as a collective resource for resistance to all 
forms of injustice.

Participants in the First People’s Forum affirmed that “We are Christians whose 
faith teaches us the spirituality of resistance against those who arrogate power and 
use the scriptures to divide people according to religious beliefs and cultural prac-
tices; we gather to reclaim the progressive tradition of the world ecumenical move-
ment. We are Muslims who believe that Islam is a religion of tolerance, compassion 
and peace, and we disapprove of the terrorist acts committed by the militant fringe 
within the community. Together, Christians and Muslims, we take an unequivocal 

A prayer ritual during the First People’s Forum on Peace 
for Life held in Manila in September 2002. The ritual 
celebrated and gave thanks to the spirit of life-birth.
© Peace for Life

Peace for Life panel at a Forum press conference. The panel 
members emphasized the importance of international 
solidarity in strengthening local struggles. © Peace for Life
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stand against the Empire.”32

PfL organizes international People’s Forums in various regions; peace and soli-
darity missions to conflict areas where partners are actively engaged in  struggles for 
peace, justice and freedom; celebratory cultural events like the international Peace 
Festival in Mumbai in December 2006; networking and speaking tours; and work-
shops and seminars at such events as the 2007 World Social Forum. 

An example of PfL’s peace and solidarity missions was a May 2006 team visit to 
Nepal. In the context of nationwide protests against the monarchy and popular out-
cry for the restoration of democracy, the team noted that the country’s faith commu-
nity – Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Christians, Bahais and Kirats – led by the Inter-
religious Council Nepal was playing a key role in peace-building, but that minority 
religious communities and indigenous nationalities had been largely excluded from 
the country’s mainstream economic and political life. “The people of Nepal,” the 
team observed, “have already achieved a level of political awareness and sophistica-
tion unseen at any time in their history and, hence, are in the best position to chart 
their own political future.”33 PfL follow-up included an international information 
campaign and a tri-country programme involving sharing of experiences between 
Nepal, Philippines and Sri Lanka.

PfL collects and provides news, information, analysis and reflections via a Web-
site and mailing lists; develops bibliographies, resource lists and articles; maintains a 
pool of resource persons who can offer a faith perspective on specialized topics; and 
releases action alerts and bulletins.

The network relates to Christian and ecumenical organizations and institutions, 
faith-based communities, organizations and alliances and social movements. Its sec-
retariat is housed at NCCP headquarters in Quezon City, Philippines. While its po-
sitions on various issues are seen as contentious by some, Peace for Life nevertheless 
benefits from support from, and maintains programmatic relations with the WCC, 
the World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC, formerly the World Alli-
ance of Reformed Churches-WARC) and the CCA.34

Although it originated and is administratively based in Asia, PfL’s global net-
working scope is illustrated by its action, for example, on the issue of extra-judicial 
killings in the Philippines. In July 2006, the PfL secretariat conducted a public fo-
rum at a then-WARC theological consultation in Manila. It subsequently helped or-
ganize a high-level Philippines delegation visit to Canada and the US in March 2007 
to present an NCCP report on extra-judicial killings to church leaders, legislators 
and UN officials there. PfL was also one of the organizers of a symbolic tribunal held 
in The Hague later that year to draw international public attention to the mounting 
death-squad killings and human rights abuses in the Philippines.

Another example of its outreach is PfL’s Palestine solidarity initiative, a project 
that began with the participation of people of various faiths representing the Middle 
East, Asia, Africa, the Americas and Europe in an Interfaith Peace Pilgrimage and 
Solidarity Visit to Palestine-Israel in November 2007.

The Peace for Life Secretariat joined the Philippine Solidarity for Just Peace in 
Palestine (PSJPI), the NCCP and the Ecumenical Bishops Forum (EBF) and since 
2007 have taken part in the activities of a WCC-convened World Week for Peace in 
Palestine-Israel35. The 2010 week in the Philippines included a Sunday celebration 
in some churches on 30 May and 6 June and a street march and public demonstra-
tion in front of the Israeli Embassy in Makati on the morning of 2 June. A copy of 
a “Church Leaders’ Statement for Just Peace in Palestine” was delivered to the Israeli 
ambassador. The statement was signed by bishops and heads of churches well as 
ecumenical and faith-based networks and institutions like the NCCP and PfL. The 
Philippine World Week culminated with an Ecumenical Service and a Solidarity Fo-
rum on 3 June. 
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More Information:
About us, Peace for Life Website: http://bit.ly/i5qNyr 
 A Covenant of Self-Understandingand Purpose, Peace for Life brochure. 

http://bit.ly/h0Q1Df   
Peace for Life 2004-2009. Narrative report, Peace for Life Secretariat, April 2010. 

http://bit.ly/hU1jmq 

Historic Peace Churches International 
Conferences36 
At the start of the Decade, the WCC asked for advice and guidance from the Histor-
ic Peace Churches (HPC), namely, the Church of the Brethren, Religious Society of 
Friends and Mennonites. The HPC responded by funding a full-time staff position 
on the DOV team for the entire Decade, thus providing precious support to DOV 
coordination and networking. 

The HPC also conducted its own series of international conferences during the 
Decade, the first of which was held in Bienenberg, Switzerland in the summer of 
2001. Some 60 HPC representatives, primarily from the US and Europe, proposed 
that churches around the world develop ministries such as prayer, being present 
in places of conflict, breaking the silence, fostering direct contact between armed 
groups, addressing the international arms trade, focusing on violence against women 
and children, training the military to use nonviolent methods and writing history 
in terms of maintaining peace rather than as a succession of military conquests. Par-
ticipants also called for a second conference of HPC representatives living in areas of 
heavy conflict. An account of these conversations was published in 2004. 

A second conference in Limuru/Nairobi, Kenya in August 2004 focused on vio-
lence in Africa. Some 90 HPC representatives from Kenya, D.R. Congo, Burkina 
Faso, Burundi, Rwanda, the Great Lakes Region, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Sudan, Somalia, 
Tanzania and Zimbabwe attended. The conference considered how love for one’s 
neighbour and enemy can be expressed in regions of violent conflict. It heard about 
victims of brutal violence who had remained mute for months but after attending 
trauma centres had began to recover their speech and will to live, gradually daring to 
tell their stories. They heard how commitment to peace led victims and perpetrators 
from the same neighbourhoods to meet together. 

Reports on peace-building work by HPC members in Africa highlighted special 
ministries to women and programmes for youth. At considerable risk to themselves, 
a group of interfaith religious leaders in Burkina Faso had brought a proposal for 
a National Day of Forgiveness to their president; its implementation prevented a 
devastating civil war. Those from Nigeria told of interfaith conversations that helped 
reduce violence between Muslims and Christian HPC members in Southern Sudan 
by engaging local communities in covenant-making ceremonies. These stories and 
presentations were also published.

A third conference was held in Solo, Indonesia in December 2007. Some 80 
representatives of the HPC in Aotearoa-New Zealand, Australia, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Korea and the Philippines attended. The theme, “Peace in our Land,” sought 
to explore issues of religious pluralism, extensive poverty and injustice in the world’s 
most diverse continent. Participants heard the story of a Mennonite pastor who 
joined an extremist Muslim group and who, over five years succeeded in reconciling 
seemingly impossible differences between the group and Christians. Participants lis-
tened to a children’s choir from a Mennonite orphanage, all of whose members had 

Participants greet each other at the July 2009 Mennonite 
World Conference held in Asunción, Paraguay. © Lowell 
Brown

http://bit.ly/i5qNyr
http://www.peaceforlife.org/aboutus/pfl/PfL_brochure2004.pdf
http://bit.ly/h0Q1Df
http://bit.ly/hU1jmq
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lost their families in violent riots. They heard many stories of nonviolent responses 
to harassment of Christians in India, Indonesia and the Philippines, of public dem-
onstrations and Christian Peacemaker Teams. Atomic energy and global warming 
were topics that received particular attention. These discussions are in the process of 
being published under the title of Overcoming Violence in Asia. 

A fourth HPC international conference on violence took place in Santo Domin-
go in the Dominican Republic in November 2010. Some 70 persons from 17 coun-
tries in South and Central America attended. There were many stories of solidarity, 
walking together with children, youth, women, families, migrants, persons deprived 
of freedom and victims of war. The focus of the discussion was on overcoming rac-
ism, intolerance, discrimination, urban violence, gang behaviour, forced migration, 
domestic violence, child abuse, violence against women and gender violence. 

Inspired by the Decade to Overcome Violence, the participants in each of these 
four Historic Peace Churches international conferences invited and challenged 
churches around the world to see the ministry of nonviolence and just peace-making 
as being at the centre of the Gospel, and  thereby to live in the continuing presence, 
power and Spirit of the Prince of Peace. 
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A drama entitled “United in Christ” being performed at the July 2009 Mennonite World Conference. © Wilhelm Unger
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“Without Economic Justice, Violence Erupts 
and Peace Diminishes” is the title of one of 
the articles in this chapter. A July 2008 protest 
demonstration in Manila against Philippines 
president Gloria Arroyo’s economic policies 
is an example of 21st century struggles for 
economic justice in the context of globalization 
and “the monopoly of economic power 
by a few vis-à-vis the material deprivation 
and therefore the indignity inflicted on the 
majority.” © WCC
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Interreligious Cooperation 
in the Challenge of 
Overcoming Violence 
Religious communities are the most organized communities 
in the world. Local churches that belong to the WCC mem-
ber network are located in some 110 countries and number in 
the hundreds of millions. Where there are no WCC churches, 
there are Roman Catholic churches and, these days, particu-
larly in many parts of the global south, Evangelical and Pente-
costal churches. Where there are no churches, there are syna-
gogues, mosques and temples of various sorts. In small villages 
and in local neighborhoods of large cities, religious people 
gather together in groups of anywhere between 20 or 20,000 
people about once a week, or at least once a month. Usually, 
one person gets up in front of them and tells them what God’s 
will is for them, and most people try to follow that exhorta-
tion. They also know how to collect money! If we could get 
just ten percent of those religious communities, no, even one 
percent, to cooperate and act together in the pursuit of just 
peace, what a difference that would make!

Of course most religious communities, indeed many 
churches, do not want to be so engaged. This is true among 
Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist and other religious com-
munities as well. It is also true that we can easily find allies 
from other religions who will stand with us for just peace 
when many Christians will not. Sometimes the more difficult 
dialogue is the intra-religious one. Our allies in other religions 
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the brewing cartoon controversy acknowledged that such ten-
sions reflected other issues such as the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
the war in Iraq: “The real tension in our world is not between 
religions and beliefs, but between aggressive, intolerant and 
manipulative secular and religious ideologies.”2 Keeping the 
public discourse honest by challenging lazy journalism that, in 
collaboration with manipulative ideologies, castigates religion 
in one broad swoop is an important next step in our work of 
overcoming violence.

At the same time, the work of overcoming violence and 
building peace requires that religious communities cooperate 
with each other. The WCC’s Accompanying Churches in Situ-
ations of Conflict programme required that the Council use 
the strong relationships of trust it had built over 40 years to 
bring religious leaders to the dialogue table to find ways to co-
operate, negotiate and strategize about building peace. While 
this is can be an effective strategy, its drawback is that religious 
leaders are often too politically allied, which makes it too dif-
ficult for them to take courageous stands for peace. 

The more promising opportunity for peace therefore lies 
in working with grassroots movements that organize religious 
communities to engage in the work of just peace. There are 
effective interreligious grassroots organizations in many coun-
tries, of which Australia, India, Liberia, South Africa and the 
US are prime examples. The WCC’s work on interreligious co-
operation has sought to bring these groups to share their learn-
ings and work together for peace. 

The Decade to Overcome Violence was officially kicked 
off at the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin in 2001. Back at that 
time there could have been no better place to celebrate the be-
ginning of the Decade – the gate was wide open. There could 
not have been a more tangible expression of how the world 
can be transformed by nonviolent means. For it was in Leipzig 
in 1989 in St Nicolai’s church as people gathered for Monday 

also find this to be the case.
There are many reasons for this. Some objections are theo-

logical. For example, early in the Decade, a WCC Faith and 
Order study document called “Nurturing Peace, Overcom-
ing Violence: In the Way of Christ for the Sake of the World” 
called the churches to repentance that, as Christians, “we have 
been among those who have inflicted or justified violence.” 
That confession, the document asserts, is also “a confession of 
faith that violence is contrary to the spirit of the Gospel and 
that the churches are called not only to affirm life in its full-
ness to all people but also to overcome violence within and 
around.” The document goes on to “discern ways in which 
some theological convictions and traditional attitudes that the 
churches have cherished for too long have allowed or perpe-
trated or justified certain forms of violence.” Among several 
theological convictions that deserve scrutiny it lists: “the way 
atonement is understood and interpreted in contexts where 
violence and the suffering of the innocent are held inevitable 
for the ultimate good.” 1

Although a decade has passed, those questions have not 
been adequately explored from the Christian perspective. 
Indeed, we have not yet made a strong enough case to our 
churches that peace is at the core of the Gospel and that en-
gaging in the pursuit of peace is an imperative for Christians. 
In all the other religious traditions similar questions arise. We 
have learned that often it is the interreligious conversation that 
pushes religious communities to do their internal work. An ur-
gent next step in interreligious dialogue, therefore, is the com-
mon exploration of theological impediments to the pursuit of 
just peace.

Over the course of the Decade, it appeared that violence 
that could be attributed to religion increased around the 
world. Some major media outlets perpetuated the notion that 
religion was the cause even in conflicts that had their origins 
in political and economic questions. This is not to say that re-
ligion does not initiate violence. A quick look at the history 
of Christianity will prove that point. A more careful analysis 
of most conflicts seems to indicate, however, that the under-
lying causes of conflict are often political and economic and 
that various actors use religion to justify their violence. For ex-
ample, the Ninth WCC Assembly in Porto Alegre’s response to 

Several key leaders of the Christian churches in Iraq met with international church leaders, 
including members of the WCC Central Committee, about the ongoing situation in Iraq. 
From left to right: Archbishop Mar Severius Hawa, Archbishop Avak Asadourian, Patriarch 
Mar Addai II, Archbishop Mar Georgis Sliwa (speaking), Rev. Elder Yousif Jamil Al-Saka.
© WCC/Aneth Lwakatare
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Churches at Work for a 
World without Nuclear 
Weapons 

During the WCC Decade to Overcome Violence, world af-
fairs provided dramatic evidence that even the most horren-
dous forms of violence beget more such violence. Between 
2001 and 2010, the global threat from nuclear weapons rose 
steadily. As dangers grew, a renewed international consensus 
for the abolition of nuclear weapons emerged and churches ac-
tive against nuclear arms made substantial new contributions.

The WCC was established in 1948 shortly after the first 
atomic bombings and just as the Cold War nuclear arms races 
and bomb tests began. Since then, the international ecumeni-
cal community has advocated consistently for the elimination 
of nuclear weapons on the basis of faith, morality and the 
common good.

As the DOV began, the number of governments with 
nuclear arsenals was increasing. By 2000, rivals India and Paki-
stan had come out as nuclear-weapon states and Israel’s un-
declared nuclear arsenal had become a permanent source of 
danger and instability in the Middle East. Also, after the at-
tacks of 11 September 2001 and the US’ designation of Iran, 
Iraq and North Korea as an “axis of evil”, three nuclear-related 
crises dominated the decade: unresolved nuclear issues figured 
prominently in the invasion and occupation of Iraq; the stand-
off over Iran’s nuclear programme; and the collective inability 
to stop North Korea from developing nuclear weapons. 

These crises reflect the inherent instability that worries 
church and other peace advocates. Five recognized nuclear 
powers have not fulfilled their promises to eliminate nuclear 
weapons. The US and Russia still possess tens of thousands 
of warheads of unimaginable destructive power, even after 
making substantial arms reductions in the vast nuclear arse-
nals they built during the Cold War. India, Israel, Pakistan and 
North Korea have emulated them and acquired nuclear arms. 
A larger number of countries have had nuclear programmes 
while even more possess sensitive nuclear energy technology 
for civil uses such as electricity generation or are planning to 
acquire it in response to climate change. 

The DOV took place during a dangerous decade. The 
WCC Assembly, Central Committee and Executive Commit-
tee made and affirmed policy on nuclear weapons seven times 
during the Decade – issuing more statements than on any oth-
er public issue:  

evening prayer, that the movement began and grew to be the 
torrent that toppled the Wall. As the people marched over the 
rubble, an East German army chief remarked, “We were pre-
pared for everything – everything, except candles and songs 
and prayers.” 

Rev. Dr Shanta Premawardhana is president of the Seminary 
Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education in Chicago. A Bap-
tist pastor from Sri Lanka, he was the director of the WCC Pro-
gramme for Interreligious Dialogue and Cooperation and before 
that served as the Associate General Secretary for Interfaith Rela-
tions at the National Council of Churches of Christ.

More Information:
Interreligious dialogue and cooperation page on the WCC 

Website: http://bit.ly/hZXh3q 

http://bit.ly/hZXh3q
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delegations to key capitals to lobby against continuation of this 
NATO policy. The second phase was a cooperative effort of 
councils of churches on both sides of the Atlantic. There were 
a series of joint letters to NATO and its leading members from 
the Conference of European Churches, the National Coun-
cil of Churches of Christ in the USA, the Canadian Council 
of Churches and the WCC, plus expert seminars and high-
level meetings supported by the Dutch ecumenical agency 
IKV Pax Christi that provided church input to a major review 
of NATO security doctrine in 2010. The initiative appealed 
to the new interest in certain NATO states to contribute to 
the re-emerging goal of a world without nuclear weapons. It 
opened doors for further work.

Member churches also took part in a growing ecumeni-
cal nuclear network by joining delegations, providing input to 
new policies, offering expertise from among their membership, 
reaching out to other churches and contacting their govern-
ments. Some answered the call of the 2006 WCC Assembly 
in Porto Alegre, Brazil to raise awareness of the nuclear threat 
among post-Cold War generations. 

These initiatives involved WCC member churches and 
ecumenical partners in Argentina, Australia, Burundi, Canada, 
France, Finland, Germany, India, Kenya, Korea, Liberia, Ma-
laysia, Namibia, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, South Africa, 
the US and the UK as well as at the European Union level, 
the Middle East region and elsewhere. When the annual WCC 
UN Advocacy Week in New York had a nuclear disarmament 
focus in 2007, nearly half of the participants signed up to learn 
more and collaborate on the issue.

By the end of the Decade, a basic advocacy standard 
had been met by members of this network. More and more 
churches collaborated so that governments would hear ecu-
menical advocacy “in stereo” – member churches and partner 
organizations presented the same policies and requests for ac-
tion in their national capitals as ecumenical delegations and 
the WCC did at the UN. 

Member churches working with the Geneva secretariat in 
this way were able to implement a goal set at the 2006 Por-
to Alegre Assembly, namely, to support the establishment of 
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones. The WCC played a catalytic role 
in bringing the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone into exis-

�� 2001 - Statement on Nuclear Weapons Disarmament
�� 2001 - Statement on Nuclear Disarmament, NATO 

Policy and the Churches
�� 2004 - Statement on the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty
�� 2006 - Minute on the Elimination of Nuclear Arms
�� 2006 - Statement on Iran and Nuclear Non-Proliferation
�� 2007 - Statement on the Churches Vigilance against 

Nuclear Proliferation
�� 2009 - Statement of Hope in a Year of Opportunity: 

Seeking a Nuclear-Weapon-Free World

The WCC general secretary, the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) and active member 
churches made regular use of these policies during times of cri-
sis and opportunity. They did so in public statements, official 
letters and position papers and by sending ecumenical delega-
tions to UN conferences, national governments and civil soci-
ety forums. 

Churches together brought a unique global voice to this 
critical global debate. The WCC membership is from more 
than 100 countries including all the nuclear-weapon states, 
allied countries protected by them and the majority of non-
nuclear-weapon states. On that basis, WCC churches worked 
to translate universal religious values about the sanctity of life 
into responsible public strategies and actions for the political 
arena. 

Three tenets shaped ecumenical strategy during the De-
cade. The first was to mobilize support and consolidate ac-
tion among latent majorities opposed to nuclear weapons 
in churches as well as in civil society and governments. The 
second was to build ecumenical advocacy around incremen-
tal steps that enhance legal and geographic protection for the 
global majority who are put at risk by a small nuclear-armed 
minority. And the third was to select advocacy goals that pro-
mote the public good by holding governments more closely to 
common standards. 

The case of NATO is illustrative. The WCC pursued re-
form of NATO’s nuclear policy in order to change the practice 
of stationing US nuclear weapons on the territory of non-nu-
clear-weapon states. A first phase involved sending ecumenical 
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ness for peace. The experience may encourage some to turn 
their attention toward Northeast Asia and to pursue there the 
ecumenical commitment to support peoples and nations in ev-
ery region to live without resort to arms. 

Jonathan Frerichs is WCC programme executive for peace build-
ing and disarmament and is a member of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America. Prior experience includes communica-
tion, advocacy, relief, development and human security work with 
Lutheran World Relief, the Middle East Council of Churches, the 
World Health Organization and the Lutheran World Federation.

More Information:
WCC Website page on public witness: addressing power, af-

firming peace > Justice and accountability > nuclear arms 
control. http://bit.ly/fDSoS6 

Ninth Assembly Minute on the elimination of nuclear arms, 
Report presented to the 2006 Ninth Assembly of 
the WCC, Porto Alegre, Brazil, 23 February 2006. 
http://bit.ly/fiS22v

Statement of hope in a year of opportunity: seeking a nuclear-
weapon-free world. Report on public issues, WCC 
Central Committee, Geneva, September 2009. 
http://bit.ly/dTplKy 

tence.  As part of a step-by-step process, churches collaborated 
to identify and advocate with specific governments to ratify 
the necessary treaty. Success came in 2009 when Africa’s Treaty 
of Pelindaba entered into force. 

The addition of 54 countries in the Africa zone to the web 
of similar Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones in Latin America, the 
South Pacific, Southeast Asia and Central Asia meant that at 
the end of the decade, a total of 116 nations had joined forces 
to ban and exclude nuclear weapons from their territory. The 
WCC also began work to ensure that all the nuclear-weapon 
states sign legally binding protocols not to threaten or attack 
members of these treaties. 

Together these 116 nations make a powerful geo-political 
statement. The zones not only cover the geographic south; 
they also include more than half the countries in the world 
and most of the Global South.  

Toward the end of the DOV, the Ecumenical Call to Just 
Peace and the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation in 
2011 invited churches to approach the work of peace and jus-
tice on different levels – local, ecological, economic, socio-po-
litical and international. The inter-sectoral approach is time-
ly, especially in addressing the most global threats to peace. 
Global military spending climbed steadily during the decade 
to levels higher than even those reached at the height of the 
Cold War. Monies spent on nuclear arsenals alone would have 
been enough to finance most of the Millennium Development 
Goals, enhancing human security worldwide. Meanwhile, ad-
vances in climate science showed that the long-term climate 
impact of nuclear war is many times more deadly than the 
horrific blast, heat and radiation effects for which the weapons 
are best known. In this and other fields, it had become clear 
that there can be no peace among the nations without peace 
in the marketplace, peace in the community and peace with 
the earth. 

As the decade ended, the site of the next WCC Assembly 
was chosen. Busan, Korea lies at the heart of a region where 
peace is tenuous and unstable, where thermonuclear bombs 
have been used in warfare and where for seven decades whole 
populations have lived under nuclear threat. During the DOV, 
churches from every region have demonstrated the will and 
the capacity to offer a stronger and more united Christian wit-

On the eve of the May 2, 2010 historic 
UN review conference of parties to the 
nonproliferation of nuclear weapons treaty, 
Rev. Dr Michael Kinnamon, general secretary 
of the US National Council of Churches, told 
gatherings in New York’s Times Square and 
at the Church Center for the UN that nuclear 
weapons “are a crime against humanity” and 
must be removed from the face of the earth. 
© NCCCUSA

http://bit.ly/fDSoS6
http://bit.ly/fiS22v
http://bit.ly/dTplKy
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Confronting and 
Transforming Cultures 
of Discrimination and 
Dehumanization 

ologies. The WCC’s Just and Inclusive Communities Desk at-
tempts to help churches to become aware of the sin and vio-
lence of discrimination and exclusion right in their midst. It 
also encourages them to work towards justice that not only 
restores the dignity of the victim but heals the disfigurement 
of the aggressor, including the churches themselves. 

The focus on transforming the aggressor led the WCC to 
identify and understand the disfigurement not only of the vic-
tim of violence but also of the aggressor. Taking note of the 
fact that it is not only individuals but also structures and cul-
tures that brutalize human communities and relationships, a 
theological consultation on structurally embedded forms of vi-
olence, under the theme “Cruelty – the ugly face of violence” 
took place in Crêt Bérard, Puidoux, Switzerland in December 
2006. Organized by the WCC and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA), the gathering focused on cultures 
and traditions as well as social, economic and political struc-
tures that are themselves cruel, as well as creating an ethos that 
“enables” people to become cruel. Twelve case studies from 
different contexts and perspectives provided the basis for the 
debate on racism, casteism, patriarchy, xenophobia, terrorism 
and counter-terrorism, torture of prisoners, genocide, rape and 
sex trafficking and occupation. Some papers from this consul-
tation were published as a book entitled Cruelty and Christian 
Witness: Confronting Violence at its Ugliest. (See Theological 
Study and Reflection in “An Overview of International Ac-
tions and Projects” section on p. 27.)  

In 2004, the WCC produced a study guide, Transforma-
tive Justice: Being Church and Overcoming Violence, which was 
translated into several languages. In commemoration of the 
200th anniversary of the abolition of the transatlantic slave 
trade, a gathering of nearly 100 people was convened in Mon-
tego Bay, Jamaica in 2007 by the WCC in partnership with 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the Council for 
World Mission. It focused its attention on addressing certain 

The assumption that some human beings are inferior to others 
has always allowed and justified violence against certain groups 
of people all over the world. Doctrines of redemptive violence, 
theories of just war, the legacies of the crusades and coloniza-
tion, the evils of slavery and human abuse and the practices of 
discrimination and exclusion have their roots in certain detri-
mental anthropological assumptions that often serve exploit-
ative powers. Some Christianizing missions too were guided 
by these assumptions of superiority. 

Violence is not only an intention to physically abuse the 
other but also and essentially an attempt to shame and violate 
the dignity of the other. Some justify such violations as normal. 

Not surprisingly therefore, most victims of the many 
forms of violence are those who are branded and treated as 
inferior. They include the victims of racism, Dalits and other 
oppressed groups in South Asia and elsewhere, Indigenous 
Peoples, women, children, minorities and people living with 
disabilities. With strong support from religious scriptures and 
traditions, their exposure to a variety and combination of dif-
ferent forms of violence is often seen as divinely ordained and 
inevitable. Creation myths and anthropologies, notions of pu-
rity and pollution, social hierarchies and superstitions reduce 
millions of people worldwide to the status of objects for abuse 
and exploitation. Some Christian theologies and traditions 
have been complicit in this crime against these communities.

In its determined pursuit of peace based on justice, the 
WCC has long attempted to uphold the dignity and equal-
ity of all human beings. Christian involvement in actions for 
peace is motivated by this commitment to justice and life for 
the poor and vulnerable. Therefore, with the conviction that 
overcoming the violence against these silenced and sidelined 
victims is an important element in building a culture of peace, 
WCC programmatic instruments on Churches Overcoming 
Racism, Solidarity with Dalits and with Indigenous Peoples 
have attempted to draw the attention of the global DOV com-
munity to the violence that, in a variety of ways, tears apart the 
lives of large sectors of society and the global community on 
account of their social locations and identities. 

Racism today operates by influencing and moulding at-
titudes and social behaviour rather than, as was the case in 
the days of the apartheid, through visible structures and ide-

Among the many communities taking part in the protest march through the streets of 
Durban, preceding the 2001 UN World Conference Against Racism were migrants from 
many parts of the world. © WCC/Paul Weinberg
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in the 21st Century», Runaway Bay, Jamaica; December 
2007. http://bit.ly/eTolVQ

Message from the 14-17 June conference “Churches responding to 
the challenges of racism and related forms of discrimination 
and exclusion”. Dorn, Utrecht, The Netherlands, 17 June 
2009. http://bit.ly/e3mo6o

Statement from the WCC Conference on racism today and 
the rationale for Continued Ecumenical Engagement, 
Cleveland, Ohio, August 2010. http://bit.ly/fJa1jF

Bangkok Declaration and Call from the Conference on Justice for 
Dalits, 21-24 March, 2009, Bangkok, Thailand. 
http://bit.ly/e3mo6o 

contemporary forms of slavery and on the continued race fac-
tor that is still, after all these centuries, at work in these mani-
festations. 

Taking into account the new challenges posed by large-
scale migration from the global South to the North, two con-
ferences – in Doorn, Holland in June 2009 and in Cleveland, 
Ohio in 2010 – focused exclusively on the need to make con-
fronting and transforming cultures of discrimination and de-
humanization part of churches’ efforts to overcome violence. 
The Cleveland conference also responded to the draft Ecu-
menical Declaration on Just Peace (see Preparing for the Inter-
national Ecumenical Peace Convocation in “An Overview of 
International Actions and Projects” section on p. 49). 

Meanwhile, a Global Ecumenical Conference on Justice 
for the Dalits convened jointly by the WCC and the Lutheran 
World Federation in Bangkok in 2008 dealt with stories of 
the extraordinary forms of violence both direct and structural 
to which nearly 250 million Dalits are exposed. As those on 
the bottom rung of the social ladder, Dalits are treated with 
the utmost contempt but are blatantly exploited at all levels. 
The WCC also organized a Living Letters visit to Kandhamal, 
Orissa, India where several Dalit Christians were killed and at-
tacked in 2008 (see Living Letters Visits top bar in “Interna-
tional Actions and Projects” section on p. 41). The Bangkok 
conference and the WCC’s subsequent work on Dalits lifted 
up social justice as an important area of engagement for the 
churches during the Decade. 

Deenabandhu Manchala is the WCC programme executive 
for Justice and Inclusive Communities. He comes from Andhra 
Pradesh, India and is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in India. Before joining the WCC staff, he was assistant 
professor in the Department of Dalit Theology in Gurukul, Ma-
dras.

More Information:
WCC Website: Unity, Mission, Evangelism and Spirituality 

Programme, Churches Overcoming Racism page:  
http://bit.ly/fAimM6

Statement from the delegates of the ecumenical conference “Abol-
ished, but Not Destroyed: Remembering the Slave Trade 

A “Churches against Racism” conference in the Netherlands in August 2009 sought to take 
on the legacy of the WCC’s historic anti-racism efforts. Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands 
was a guest of honour at the conference. © Jaap de Jager

http://bit.ly/eTolVQ
http://bit.ly/e3mo6o
http://bit.ly/fJa1jF
http://bit.ly/e3mo6o
http://bit.ly/fAimM6
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The Responsibility to Protect

bearer status rather than as an absolute power, for states can 
no longer hide behind the pretext of sovereignty to perpetrate 
human rights violations against their citizens and live in total 
impunity. 

The use of force for humanitarian purposes has been quite 
a controversial issue among churches of the ecumenical com-
munity since the inception of the WCC. Given their differ-
ent historical and contextual backgrounds, some have argued 
that in particular cases and when a number of criteria are met, 
the use of force may be justified – the “just war” theory. Oth-
ers strongly oppose any argument justifying the resort to the 

The concept of the Responsibility to Protect (“R2P”, for short) 
holds that national governments clearly have the primary and 
sovereign responsibility to provide for the safety of their peo-
ple. However, when there is egregious failure to carry out that 
responsibility whether by neglect, lack of capacity or direct as-
saults on the population, the international community has the 
duty to assist peoples and states and, in extreme situations, to 
intervene in the internal affairs of the state in the interests and 
safety of the people. Hence, the innovation introduced by the 
concept of R2P regarding the protection of civilians is a sig-
nificant normative change: sovereignty is redefined as a duty-

An Afghan refugee girl in front of her family’s tent in the Shamshatoo refugee camp near Peshawar, Pakistan. © WCC
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War: The Christian Churches perspective” and focusing on 
R2P was made at the invitation of the Holy See. It was pub-
lished in article form in the Spring 2008 issue of the Bulletin 
of the Boston Theological Institute. In November 2007, an in-
ternational theological consultation on “The Responsibility to 
Protect” was organized in Arnoldshain, Germany. 

Semegnish Asfaw, from Ethiopia worked as WCC research associ-
ate on the Responsibility to Protect. She was responsible for coordi-
nating the DOV Living Letters visits during 2010 and is part of 
the planning team for International Ecumenical Peace Convoca-
tion (IEPC) with special responsibility for the IEPC expert con-
sultations. She also coordinates the tri-annual IEPC newsletter, 
Bits and Peaces.

More Information:
See 2006 Assembly R2P Statement on the WCC Website: 

http://bit.ly/epRCXU
DOV Web page on a November 2007 international ecumeni-

cal consultation on “The Responsibility to Protect”, held 
at the Evangelische Akademie Arnoldshain - Schmitten, 
Germany. http://bit.ly/eVP9Hk 

The Responsibility to Protect: Ethical and Theological Reflections, 
Doc. PUB  3.1, WCC Central Committee 26 August-2 
September 2003. http://bit.ly/eJD10t 

use of force and support intervention by creative, peaceful and 
nonviolent means. As for the Orthodox Christian families, 
there is a strong pacifist stance which identifies itself with a 
nonviolent response to aggression and with Christ’s voluntary 
assumption of suffering and non-retaliation in the face of his 
torture and execution; in the extreme cases where force is used, 
war is considered as evil and sinful and calls for repentance.

R2P is a three-fold concept which includes the Responsi-
bility to Prevent, the Responsibility to React, and the Respon-
sibility to Rebuild. During the Ninth Assembly of the WCC 
in 2006, the churches of the ecumenical movement agreed on 
the preventive dimension of the R2P concept and added the 
following point: “In calling on the international community 
to come to the aid of vulnerable people in extraordinary suf-
fering and peril, the fellowship of churches is not prepared to 
say that it is never appropriate or never necessary to resort to 
the use of force for the protection of the vulnerable.”3 In other 
words, the use of force for humanitarian purposes cannot be 
totally excluded.

In a meeting held in New York City in 1999, UN sec-
retary general Kofi Annan asked the WCC general secretary, 
Rev. Dr Konrad Raiser, to contribute to the international de-
bate on the use of force for humanitarian purposes by bringing 
a theological and ethical perspective on the issue of interven-
tion for humanitarian purposes.

In April 2005, the WCC held a high-level seminar in Ge-
neva, Switzerland on “The responsibility to protect: ethical 
and theological reflections”; several eminent speakers such as 
the Hon. Gareth Evans, Dr Cornelio Sommaruga and others 
participated in this event. The outcome of the consultation has 
been compiled in a publication. In February 2006 and as the 
culminating point of this process, the WCC adopted a state-
ment on “Vulnerable populations at risk. Statement on the 
responsibility to protect” during its Ninth Assembly in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil. 4 

At the World Social Forum (WSF) in January 2007, a 
workshop was organized on «The Responsibility to Protect: 
Focus on Africa». The workshop was very well attended, thus 
indicating that this agenda is close to the heart of many in 
Africa and beyond. 

In October 2007, a presentation on “Human Dignity and 

http://bit.ly/epRCXU
http://bit.ly/eVP9Hk
http://bit.ly/eJD10t
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Violence Prevention –  
A Public Health Approach5 

violence at this level include sex, age, socioeconomic 
status, impulsivity, low educational attainment and 
harmful use of alcohol;

–– the relationship level, which consists of relations 
with peers, intimate partners and family members. 
Examples of risk factors at this level include poor 
parenting and marital discord;

–– the level of the community, which encompasses con-
texts such as schools, workplaces and neighbourhoods 
in which social relationships are embedded. Risk 
factors at this level include, for instance, high levels 
of residential mobility and weak social cohesion, drug 
trafficking and high-levels of unemployment;

–– the societal level, which refers to wider social fac-
tors that influence rates of violence such as cultural 
norms that support violence as an acceptable way of 
resolving conflicts, policies that maintain high levels 
of social and economic inequality and inadequate 
legislation. 

The public health approach promotes an intersectoral-
sectoral response to a multi-faceted problem whose numerous 

Violence accounts for some 1.6 million deaths a year – about 
the same as tuberculosis and 1.3 times the number of deaths 
due to road traffic accidents. Over half of these are due to sui-
cide, a third to homicide and about 10% to war and other 
forms of collective violence. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines violence 
as the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or 
actual, against oneself, another person or against a group or 
community that either results in or has a high likelihood of re-
sulting in injury, death, psychological harm, mal-development 
or deprivation. WHO divides violence into three main types: 
self-directed violence (suicidal behaviour and self-abuse), in-
terpersonal violence (child maltreatment, youth violence [in-
cluding gang violence and armed violence], intimate partner 
and sexual violence and elder abuse), and collective violence, 
which includes war, terrorism, state-perpetrated genocide. The 
acts in each of these types of violence can be physical, sexual, 
psychological or can involve deprivation or neglect. 

In 2002, the World Health Organization (WHO) 
launched the World Report on Violence and Health, the first 
comprehensive review of the problem on a global scale. Its 
key message is that violence can be prevented and its impact 
reduced by adopting a science-based public health approach. 
The main features of this approach are as follows: 

�� Rather than focusing on the individual, it tackles the 
problem at the level of whole populations, aiming to 
provide the maximum benefit for the largest number of 
people. 

�� It focuses on preventing violence before it occurs by ad-
dressing the upstream determinants rather than respond-
ing to violence once it has already happened. In other 
words, it emphasizes the primary prevention of violence 
while recognizing the ongoing need to mitigate the conse-
quences of violence through treatment, care, support and 
rehabilitation.

�� It views violence not as the outcome of any single factor 
but as the result of multiple risk factors interacting at all 
four levels of a nested hierarchy made up of:
–– the individual level, which refers to biological, demo-

graphic and personal history factors. Risk factors for 
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Christopher Mikton has a PhD in criminology and works in 
WHO’s Department for Violence and Injury Prevention and Dis-
ability where one of his responsibilities is running the Violence 
Prevention Alliance secretariat. In the past, he has worked as a 
clinical scientist for the UK Ministry of Justice and Department of 
Health’s Dangerous and Severe Personality Disorder Programme, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and the World Wide 
Fund for Nature International.

More Information:
Krug, Etienne G., Dahlberg, Linda L., Mercy, James A., Zwi, 

Anthony B. and Lozano, Rafael, eds World Report on 
Violence and Health, World Health Organization, Geneva, 
2002. http://bit.ly/fpPuu2

Violence prevention: the Evidence,.WHO/JMU Centre for 
Public Health. ISBN 978 92 4 150084 5 (NLM classifi-
cation: HV 6625). http://bit.ly/e9yUHn

interacting determinants lie within the remit of many different 
sectors such as the health, educational, social welfare, criminal 
justice and law enforcement and employment sectors. Each 
sector has an important role to play in addressing the problem 
of violence. 

The public health approach is a data-driven approach 
based on prevention programmes that have been scientifically 
proven to work, based on rigorous outcome evaluation studies 
using research designs such as randomized controlled trial or 
quasi-experiments. 

The World Report on Violence and Health has provided 
the framework for WHO’s violence prevention activities, in-
cluding: 

�� mobilizing political support to prevent violence through, 
for instance, the World Health Assembly; 

�� advocating for change through, for instance, the WHO-
led Global Campaign for Violence Prevention and the 
Violence Prevention Alliance, a network of some 50 gov-
ernmental, non-governmental, and international organi-
zations and private foundations;

�� developing, widely disseminating and implementing 
guidelines such as Violence Prevention: the evidence and 
Preventing intimate partner and sexual violence against 
women: taking action and generating evidence; 

�� implementing violence prevention programmes in coun-
tries around the world such as child maltreatment pre-
vention activities in Brazil, China, Malaysia, Malawi and 
South Africa and intimate partner violence and sexual 
violence prevention activities in Latin America and Africa. 

Since its launch, the World report on violence and health 
has helped generate significant momentum internationally 
and within many countries. Over 25 countries have developed 
reports and/or plans of action on violence and health; more 
than 100 health ministry focal persons for the prevention of 
violence have been appointed; countries are increasingly tak-
ing stock of levels, patterns and consequences of violence and 
their responses to it; and, especially since 2005, there has been 
a dramatic increase in the number of violence prevention pro-
grammes around the world. 

WHO poster on violence prevention reads: “More than 540 adolescents 
and young adults die every day as a result of interpersonal violence: 
more than 20 deaths each hour.” The posters serve as visual support 
to the awareness-raising Global Campaign for Violence Prevention and 
the World report on violence and health. © WHO/Fabrica

http://bit.ly/fpPuu2
http://bit.ly/e9yUHn
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Without Economic Justice, 
Violence Erupts and Peace 
Diminishes

tions of economically-related violence – caused by such sys-
tems and policies have in turn provoked conflicts and violent 
reactions ranging from civil wars to riots, guerrilla warfare and 
revolutions. The commodification of food has led to land-
grabbing and threats to food sovereignty and food security. 
With the support of the armaments industry, skewed concepts 
of security uphold these systems and ensure that economic 
power stays in the hands of certain nations, enterprises and in-
dividuals. (An extremely controversial point remains the ques-
tion of whether all forms of violence are necessarily destruc-
tive and morally reprehensible. Faced with state-sponsored 
violence, some violent political struggles have ushered in more 
just social and economic orders.) 

Countless illustrations of the essential link between eco-
nomic violence and other forms of violence can be gleaned 
from history. Landlessness and hunger have fuelled agrarian 
unrest in many societies since time immemorial. In Coch-
abamba, Bolivia in 1999, communities successfully rose up 
against the privatization of water and sewerage facilities pre-

Even before the Decade to Overcome Violence (DOV) com-
menced in 2001 and under its Justice, Peace and the Integrity 
of Creation (JPIC) programme, the WCC had been linking 
the promotion of economic and ecological justice to overcom-
ing violence and building peaceful communities. Behind this 
programme lay the understanding that violent conflicts often 
stem from widening socio-economic disparities between the 
“haves” and “have-nots”, and especially from the monopoly 
of economic power by a few vis-à-vis the material deprivation 
and therefore the indignity inflicted on the majority. 

This intensifying problem – in the current era of global-
ization – is also related to the destruction of our planet’s eco-
logical commons. Outright ecological plunder by the powerful 
and the dominant economic system promote an unsustainable 
level of production, consumption and waste while the domi-
nant agricultural system is transforming our bio-diverse land-
scapes, full of life, into large-scale monocultures that promote 
death and destroy livelihoods and communities. Indeed, the 
mutilation of the Earth, largely in pursuit of wealth and prof-
its, is in itself an act of violence against the wonderful Creation 
we have been given. 

The impetus for both the 1994-1998 Programme to Over-
come Violence and for the 2001-2010 Decade to Overcome 
Violence came initially from the JPIC programme. Regretta-
bly however, the ecumenical debates on how to implement the 
DOV may not have been holistic or explicit enough to estab-
lish the critical link between work on economic and ecologi-
cal injustice and that on overcoming violence. In other words, 
while the JPIC programme views violence as implicitly and 
mainly structural or institutional in nature, there has been a 
tendency in some ecumenical discussions to focus more nar-
rowly on inter-personal violence, which no doubt remains per-
vasive in many of our societies and has wrought terrible suffer-
ing but which is often rooted in or shaped by socio-economic 
structures that propagate and maintain inequalities. 

It is argued that economic systems, policies and agree-
ments designed to enrich and concentrate wealth in the hands 
of a few at the expense of the majority are inherently violent, 
resulting as they often do from the direct exploitation of hu-
man beings, especially women and children and of ecology. 
The abject poverty, alienation and displacement – manifesta-

Demonstration in Manila, Philippines, against President Gloria Arroyo’s economic policies 
on the occasion of her State Of The Nation Address, 2008. © WCC
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study process is the recognition that structural greed foments 
both economic violence and political violence; and therefore a 
much more equitable distribution of assets among and with-
in nations and the eradication of poverty are central to over-
coming violence and sustaining peace. The IEPC plenary on 
“Peace in the Market Place” will be an important opportunity 
to propagate and further discuss these ideas. 

In connecting economic justice to the DOV, one of the 
key questions is: how can we overcome violence by building 
equitable socio-economic relationships, just sharing, care for 
Creation and sustainable use of resources? 

Dr Rogate R. Mshana is an economist from Tanzania who serves 
the WCC as programme executive on poverty, wealth and ecol-
ogy and as director for the Justice, Diakonia and Responsibility for 
Creation Programme.

More Information:
Alternative globalization addressing peoples and earth (AGAPE). 

A background document. WCC, Geneva, April 2005. 
http://bit.ly/hitYsv 

P3 Public Witness: Addressing Power, Affirming Peace / Pro-
gramme plans 2007-2013 – Summary. WCC Central 
Committee September 2006. http://bit.ly/ihHYLl

scribed by international financial institutions that made basic 
public goods suddenly inaccessible and unaffordable to poorer 
populations. Across Europe, Africa, Asia and Latin America, 
measures to cut social support following the recent global fi-
nancial and economic crisis were met with massive street pro-
tests and riots. Unable to eke out a living from liberalized ag-
ricultural markets and facing massive indebtedness, thousands 
of farmers in India have committed suicide over the past ten 
years. Likewise, violence against women and children and for-
eigners cannot be easily separated from larger economic reali-
ties; studies indicate that instances of abuse sharply increase in 
periods of economic difficulty. Racism, casteism and xenopho-
bia are all deeply rooted in economic injustice.

A more direct connection between economic injustice and 
violence has been the institutional use of wars and other vio-
lent military means – to the tune of trillions of US dollars – to 
seize and control prized resources such as land and oil. And 
especially following the events of 11 September 2001, there 
has been a growing convergence between economic globaliza-
tion and militarization: as markets have become more globally 
integrated, the mechanisms to secure and protect these have 
by necessity become more violent.

The interaction between economic injustice and violence 
– how inequalities at global, national and local levels are im-
periling God’s vision and mandate of fostering peaceful com-
munities – was re-affirmed by the WCC Central Committee 
at its 2006 meeting. The Committee called for a visible con-
nection between the “Alternative Globalization Addressing 
Peoples and Earth (AGAPE)” process and the DOV Interna-
tional Ecumenical Peace Convocation (IEPC) to take place in 
Kingston in 2011. 

Since then, regional studies and consultations on poverty, 
wealth and ecology and their linkages were undertaken from 
2007 to 2010 in Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Asia and the Pacific, and Europe. A North American consulta-
tion will take place in 2011, and a global conference to be held 
in China in 2012 will attempt to formulate and bring a com-
mon message to the next WCC Assembly in Busan in 2013. 

An important part of the poverty, wealth and ecology study 
process is to explore and develop greed/wealth lines alongside 
poverty lines to guide churches and Christians. Inherent in the 

Poster of a consultation on “Linking 
poverty, wealth and ecology: 
North-American perspectives”. The 
consultation was part of the WCC 
study project on Poverty, wealth 
and ecological debt known as 
AGAPE. © WCC

http://bit.ly/hitYsv
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/central-committee/geneva-2006/reports-and-documents/programme-plans-2007-2013-summary.html#c9393
http://bit.ly/ihHYLl
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IANSA 2010 Global Week of Action against 
Gun Violence, Nicaragua. A public event 
was organized in Enrique Gutiérrez, a 
neighbourhood of Managua seriously 
affected by gun violence. During the event, 
people handed in their guns to the police 
and children exchanged toy guns for 
backpacks. © IANSA
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One of the goals of the Decade to Overcome Violence was to 
“identify and bring together people with different gifts, knowl-
edge and experience for mutual enrichment and inspiration 
for work in overcoming violence”. Or, put more succinctly, “to 
facilitate linkages among people, efforts and resources along 
the lines of DOV”.

Networking at various levels was thus an important em-
phasis throughout the Decade. In addition to relating directly 
to numerous churches, church councils, church-related groups 
and NGOs around the world, the WCC participated in the 
work of several important international networks aimed at 
promoting peace and nonviolence. It also facilitated the set-
ting up and running of two advocacy networks focused on 
particular aspects of violence, i.e., small arms, and violence 
against people with disabilities.

The work of these networks and their links to the Decade 
are described below.

Networks Related 
to DOV
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Ecumenical Disability 
Advocates Network  

gional networks that take responsibility for detailed operations 
regionally, nationally and locally. 

The EDAN global network has maintained and extended 
the fellowship forged between diverse disability advocates;  a 
newsletter published quarterly and posted on the WCC 
Website until 2005 provided a channel for sharing informa-
tion between them and provided information on technologi-
cal developments and related skills, educational materials and 
opportunities as well as advocacy efforts with the aim of in-
creasing possibilities for social and economic re-integration of 
PWDs.

With the assistance of the WCC Faith and Order team, 
EDAN produced the WCC policy statement entitled “A 
church for all and of all”. This document, commended to 
WCC member churches for study, reflection, feedback and 
action, highlights the fundamental theological issues that 
challenge the church to become holistic and inclusive in its 
relationship to disability issues. With the WCC Ecumenical 
Theological Education (ETE) desk, EDAN also developed a 
prototype co-curriculum in disability studies to prepare minis-
ters for pastoral work with PWD.

Through  its participation in the Decade to Overcome 
Violence, EDAN has contributed  to addressing systemic vi-
olence.  It was represented on the  DOV Reference Group, 
worked closely with DOV during the WCC’s Ninth Assembly 
in February 2006, especially in planning a “Mutirâo” on vio-
lence and disability, and prepared a Bible study on disability 
and violence for a DOV Bible studies series. 

Participation in DOV opened wider horizons in think-
ing about violence and disability. With disability on the DOV 
agenda, EDAN conducted and/or facilitated a number of con-
sultations on the relationship between disability and violence. 

A November 2004 EDAN disability and globalization 
consultation in Johannesburg, South Africa attended by econ-
omists, social planners, women and young people who were 
also people with disabilities (PWD), for example, looked at 

“As the author of the letter to the Ephesians stressed: Christ came 
to tear down the walls (Eph 2:14). Whenever we consider the 
ways in which to respond to issues of disability, we do well to 
remember the walls that we have set up. All of these walls are so 
human, yet they contradict Christ’s ministry of reconciliation; 
walls that shut people in or shut people out; walls that prevent 
people from meeting and talking to others.”1 

“The kinds of violence perpetrated against persons with dis-
abilities (PWDs) are physical, sexual, emotional, financial and 
spiritual,” suggested Chinese-Filipino biblical scholar Amanda 
Shao Tan in an article in the July 2004 issue of Ministerial For-
mation. “When a person has the power to provide assistance, 
orthotic equipment, medication, nutrition, or transportation 
for the well-being of PWDs but intentionally withholds it, 
s/he commits violence. To deny PWDs community involve-
ment, relationship, and employment when they are capable, 
and to treat them as non-persons are also considered acts of 
violence. Church members, like the society, can look at PWDs 
with discrimination and prejudices. (…) Though the members 
may not have any intention to harm those members with dis-
abilities, nonetheless, at times, the latter may feel violated.” 2

Although the WCC had treated the issue of disability as 
an important concern of the church since 1971, the WCC’s 
Eighth Assembly in Harare, Zimbabwe in 1998 took a major 
step forward when it decided to create an Ecumenical Disabil-
ity Advocates Network (EDAN), based on recognition that a 
network initiated and run by persons with disabilities would be 
an excellent model. Its creation ushered in a pronounced shift 
in emphasis from service provision to more inclusive theology. 

EDAN is both a movement and an institution. As a move-
ment, it develops regional networks to lobby for the inclusion 
of persons with disabilities in the general life of the church. At 
the institutional level, EDAN is part of the WCC structure. 

EDAN is managed as a decentralized operation from Nai-
robi, Kenya under the auspices of the National Council of 
Churches of Kenya. The work is headed by a consultant. An 
international Reference Group assists in policy direction and 
envisioning of the work; volunteer regional coordinators in 
Latin America, the Caribbean, North America, Europe, Mid-
dle East, Africa, Asia and the Pacific initiate and coordinate re-

A Pre-Assembly EDAN meeting was held before the Ninth Assembly of the WCC in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil in February 2006. © WCC/Paulino Menezes
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Foundation for a Culture  
of Peace 

During his tenure as director general of United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
from 1987 to 1999, Professor Federico Mayor launched its 
Culture of Peace Programme, whose objectives revolve around 
four principal themes: education for peace; human rights and 
democracy; the fight against isolation and poverty; defense of 
cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue; and conflict pre-
vention and the consolidation of peace. The UNESCO Cul-
ture of Peace Declaration and Programme of Action were ad-
opted by the UN General Assembly in September 1999. 

Having decided not to present himself for a third term 
at UNESCO, Professor Mayor returned to Spain in 1999 to 
create the Foundation for a Culture of Peace. The Founda-
tion’s objective is to contribute to building and consolidat-
ing a Culture of Peace through reflection, research, education 
and on-the-spot action. Its activities focus mainly on linking 
and mobilizing networks of institutions, organizations and in-
dividuals who have proven their commitment to Culture of 
Peace values. Concrete actions focus mainly on informative 
and educational activities such as, for example, workshops to 
allow journalists to work and reflect on the Culture of Peace. 

Another Foundation for a Culture of Peace project is a 
campaign to encourage reforms of international institutions so 
as to contribute to the establishment of “a consistent, transpar-
ent, responsible and effective global architecture based on in-
ternational legislation whose democratic value and legitimacy 
is widely accepted.”3

The Foundation’s “Common Patrimony of Human-
ity” project resources a group of jurists and international law 
specialists to propose a legal framework able to preserve the 
world’s significant holy places, particularly Jerusalem, for hu-
manity as a whole.

Assembled in Montserrat, Spain in April 2008 on the 60th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a 
Culture of Peace Foundation conference on “Religions and the 
building of peace” called on

�� “religious leaders at all levels from the highest hierarchies 
to the grassroots level to enhance and exercise their cru-
cial role as actors of peace and mutual understanding;

�� civil society, the institutional actors and the media to 

�� globalization, international debt burdens, poverty and 
their impact on people with disabilities especially in 
developing countries;

�� Structural Adjustment Programmes resulting in the 
shrinking public sector inputs, commodification of health 
care, rehabilitation and education;

�� lowered legislative controls on social and environmental 
standards and impacts on persons with disabilities;

�� globalization’s positive impact in the area of technology 
and the information revolution which have brought new 
assistive devices, created jobs that need no muscle power 
as well as a potential for investment in human capital, in-
cluding persons with disabilities, in the new knowledge-
based global economy.

Two Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) workshops in 
2005 moved disability discourse from an “independence ver-
sus dependence” model to a perspective of “interdependence”’; 
and went beyond the “inclusive communities” model to one 
that locates persons with disabilities as leaders of movements 
for eco-justice. An EDAN-CCA-National Council of Church-
es in Korea workshop in Seoul in June 2006 on the theme of 
“Being Inclusive Communities for All: Participating in Eco-
Just Peace Movement” translated the issues raised in the previ-
ous two workshops into concrete plans of action.

Other consultations and workshops in Africa, Latin Amer-
ica and Asia have looked at the “Response of women with dis-
abilities to violence and HIV and AIDS: A Social Transforma-
tion Approach,” the “Rights of People with Disabilities,” and 
“Disability discourse for theological colleges;” several work-
shops were geared to particular groups like Indigenous blind 
men in Latin America or deaf Christians. 

More Information:
EDAN Website: http://bit.ly/g576Nf  

http://bit.ly/g576Nf
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Global Priorities Campaign 

“[The equivalent of ] UNICEF’s annual budget is spent on mili-
tary purposes every 15 hours, even as one billion children live in 
almost unimaginable conditions of deprivation.” 5 

In 1999, a group of concerned individuals in the US from dif-
ferent faith traditions initiated “Global Priorities” to explore 
ways to address the imbalance between world military spend-
ing and expenditures on unmet human needs. By late 2000, 
members of the US Congress agreed in principle to initiate a 
bipartisan resolution on American military spending, but Sep-
tember 11, 2001 led to a reconsideration of this earlier com-
mitment.

Meanwhile strong ties had been established by Global Pri-
orities with the Roman Catholic Church, the WCC Office of 
the Decade to Overcome Violence, The Lutheran World Fed-
eration, among United Methodists and with others on the na-
tional and international level.

Global Priorities then initiated a series of international 
meetings to develop ways to make progress in the post-Sep-
tember 11 security environment and confront questions of 
human security more broadly. Through an emphasis on child 
survival, major religious traditions were able to agree on the 
need for such action.

The Campaign was officially launched in October 2005 at 
UNICEF House in New York. Its underlying principle is that 
human security can be achieved through determined measures 
to eradicate extreme poverty and to realize economic, social 
and cultural rights. Majority opinion can ultimately be swayed 
by articulation of values whose roots are in every oral and 
scriptural tradition of the world’s great religious communities: 
concern for our children, our elders, our disabled and all the 
vulnerable members of our societies.6

In the US, Global Priorities worked closely with a retired 
army officer to develop a congressional resolution on drastic 
reduction of nuclear weapons in 2008. The bipartisan resolu-
tion was reintroduced in March 2009. It called for reductions 
in US and Russian nuclear arsenals that would lead to savings 
of at least $13 billion annually and direct $3.5 billion of the 
savings toward increased nuclear security efforts. An additional 
$2.5 billion per year would be redirected toward the Millenni-
um Development Goals of enhancing child survival, including 

work hand in hand to diligently and tirelessly, with 
resolve and imagination, achieve and go beyond the 
Objectives of the Millennium and in this way accelerate 
the transition from the use of force to word and dialogue, 
from violence to intercultural and interfaith harmony, 
from clash to alliance, from an economy of war to an 
economy of global development, from a culture of war to 
a culture of peace based on justice and freedom;

�� media to avoid the wide dissemination of stereotypes 
and biased images and to promote better understanding 
between different cultures and religions.” 4

Declaration signatories included, among others, Fonda-
tion pour le Dialogue des Civilisations president Mohammad 
S. Khatami and Middle East Council of Churches president, 
former WCC moderator H.H. Aram I as well as Federico 
Mayor himself.

The Foundation promotes and participates actively in the 
World Forum of Civil Society Networks – UBUNTU, whose 
main objective is to unite and federate efforts to build bridges 
of dialogue and communication among national and interna-
tional institutions – including NGOs, academic, artistic, pro-
fessional and humanitarian institutions in order to “shape a 
debate which, well-oriented and united, could play an impor-
tant role on the worldwide scene”.

Professor Mayor and WCC general secretary Rev. Olav 
Tveit were special guest and speaker, respectively, at a De-
cember 2010 International Congress on the Human Right to 
Peace held in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. The congress 
was co-sponsored by the WCC, the Spanish Society for Inter-
national Human Rights Law, Forum 2010 and the Institute 
for Peace Studies (Alexandria, Egypt). 

More Information:
Foundation for a Culture of Peace Website:  

http://bit.ly/dOI949 

Foundation for a Culture of Peace 
president Professor Federico Mayor.  
© Francesco Allegretto

http://bit.ly/dOI949
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IANSA and ENSA 

Small arms violence indiscriminately affects countries in the 
midst of conflict and peace, in the global south and north, 
across ethnicities and religions, among both the poor and priv-
ileged. From child soldiers in Sierra Leone to school shootings 
in the US, the vicious cycle of victims-perpetrators-trauma-
tized survivors has created an extraordinary burden of cumula-
tive tragedies and public crises worldwide, sustaining cultures 
of fear and justifications of violence. 

Created in 1998, the International Action Network on 
Small Arms (IANSA) is a global network of over 200 member 
organizations in more than 40 countries all seeking to address 
the epidemic proliferation of small arms in an holistic way. 
The WCC was a founding member of IANSA.

An IANSA Women’s Network was formed in 2001 as a 
women’s caucus at IANSA events. It is the only international 
network focused on the connections between gender, women’s 
rights, small arms and armed violence and now links members 
in countries ranging from Fiji to Senegal, Argentina to South 
Africa, Canada to Sudan.

The proliferation of small arms is also a direct challenge to 
the Christian imperative to abandon vengeance as a means of 
conflict resolution and to live faithfully in pursuit of justice, 
reconciliation and peace. 

With parishes and congregations located at the heart of 
communities, churches are well placed to address the relevant 
social, economic and political measures needed to reduce the 
demand for, and reliance on small arms by individuals and 
communities and to help not only victims and their families 
but also the perpetrators of small arms abuse whose rehabilita-
tion calls for a place of refuge, confession, healing and hope. 

To this end, the Ecumenical Network on Small Arms 
(ENSA), a network of predominantly Christian and faith-
based organizations was created in 2001. With the WCC as 
an active partner, ENSA engaged churches to mobilize faith-
based convictions, experiences and religious constituencies to 
advance the goal of controlling small arms. 

This strong position and unique faith perspective enabled 
churches and the ecumenical community to address the mate-
rial, moral, ethical and spiritual dimensions of the small arms 
problem. They could be vital partners in helping to inform, 
mobilize and provide an holistic and spiritual contribution to 

alleviating hunger and improving education around the world.
A DOV study by on World Military Expenditures pub-

lished in 2005 demonstrated that government military spend-
ing was depriving many societies of funding for basic social 
services and development aid (see World Military Expendi-
tures Versus Spending on Education and Health in “Interna-
tional Actions and Projects” section on p. 47). 

More Information:
Global Priorities Website: http://www.globalpriorities.org/

http://www.globalpriorities.org/
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gions through awareness-raising, improved controls and legis-
lation, reduction and removal of small arms, increased involve-
ment of women and youth, victim support and strengthened 
linkages and partnerships. 

At mid-decade, ENSA members convened by the WCC 
were active as a church-related advocacy network and as a 
group within IANSA. The focus was the UN Programme of 
Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons, launched after the 
2001 UN conference. Members formed ecumenical delega-
tions to promote needed policy change with governments, es-
pecially for the benefit of communities affected by the small 
arms proliferation and use. The ecumenical advocates came 
from churches, specialized ministries and church-related net-
works in Africa, Europe, Asia and the Americas. Their strategy 
was to raise issues that drive the demand for arms and to pro-
mote mechanisms that establish or improve  standards of ac-
countability for arms producers and traders, including rehabil-
itation and recovery assistance for victims of armed violence. 

Ecumenical policy was spelled out in a formal Statement 
on the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons adopted by 
the WCC Executive Committee in 2005. In the statement and 
in work that continued till shortly after the 2006 Assembly, 
the WCC also began to promote a broader Arms Trade Treaty 
in addition to the more limited Programme of Action. The 
ATT, as it is known, rose to the top of the small arms agenda 
in the remaining years of the decade. 

More Information:
IANSA Website: http://bit.ly/hohZnc  

the international disarmament campaign. 
Two regional consultations contributed to the formation 

of ENSA in the context of the Decade to Overcome Violence 
and prepared for a 2001 UN-sponsored Conference on the Il-
licit Trade of Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects.

The first was a January 2000 ecumenical consultation 
on Small Arms in Latin America sponsored by the WCC in 
collaboration with the Latin American Council of Churches 
(CLAI) in partnership with Peace to the City partner “Viva 
Rio” (see Overcoming Violence in the Favelas, Viva Rio, Brazil 
in the “DOV Stories and Examples of ‘Good Practice’” section 
on p. 79). 

The second consultation, on small arms in West Africa, 
was held in November 2002 near Accra, Ghana and was orga-
nized by the Fellowship of Christian Councils and Churches 
in West Africa (FECCIWA) and the WCC.

Both consultations provided an opportunity for churches 
in the two regions to develop clear and cohesive action plans 
towards reducing the proliferation of small arms in their re-

Top: Sierra Leone 2001: Ex-combatants proudly show their new ID cards which give them 
access to various benefits and allow them to move around the country.  
© WCC/Peter Williams 
Bottom: An illustration from a 2010 IANSA paper entitled “Joined-Up Thinking: International 
Measures for Women’s Security and SALW Control”.© Design: Sabina Echeverri

http://bit.ly/hohZnc
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The UN Decade for a Culture 
of Peace and Nonviolence 
for the Children of the 
World and the International 
Coalition for the Decade 

important obstacles that have prevented progress”, the two 
most frequent responses were: a) lack of adequate resources; 
and b) lack of media attention.

In fact, according to the 2010 Civil Society Report on 
the Decade: “As during the first half of the Decade, media at-
tention to the Decade and support by UNESCO have been 
insufficient.” More than that, the report complained that 
“UNESCO abandoned the communication and networking 
arrangements established during the International Year for the 
Culture of Peace that were meant to provide an instant update 
of developments related to the observance of the Decade.”8

Meanwhile on the related NGO front, some national 
NGOs coalitions promoting the UN Decade were established 
in several countries, including Austria, France, Italy and the 
Netherlands as of 2001. In June 2003, these national coali-
tions along with international organizations set up an Interna-
tional Coalition for the Decade for the Culture of Peace and 
Nonviolence for the Children of the World to coordinate its 
members’ actions by gathering resources and information and 
sharing experiences and dialogue, particularly about education 
for peace and nonviolence. It was also intended that the In-
ternational Coalition represent its member coalitions on the 
international level and coordinate international campaigns or 
actions upon themes of the UN Decade.9

The WCC/DOV and the Pontifical Council on Justice 
and Peace joined the International Coalition in 2003 in an ob-
server and advisory capacity. The coalition brought together 
15 national coordinating groups and 19 international orga-
nizations working for the goals of the International Decade. 
They lobbied for UN adoption of an International Declaration 
on the Right of Children for an Education without Violence 
and for Nonviolence and Peace.

Other coalitions and foundations with a direct and special 
relationship with the Decade for a Culture of Peace included 
the Fundación Cultura de Paz established by Federico Mayor 
Zaragoza after leaving his post as director-general of UNES-
CO, where he had been responsible for the initiation of the 
Decade. This coalition coordinated and published the Mid-
term Decade Report from Civil Society in 2005. (See Fun-
dación Cultura de Paz, above),

Classified as an international organization whose prior-

The UN General Assembly proclaimed the first decade of the 
21st century as the International Decade for the Promotion of 
a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Children of the 
World. This followed resolutions about the International Year 
for the Culture of Peace and the International Day of Peace.

The action plan for the Decade proposed eight spheres of 
activities to promote the Culture of Peace:

�� To reinforce a culture of peace through education
�� To promote economically and socially sustainable devel-

opment
�� To promote the respect of all human rights
�� To ensure the equality between women and men
�� To support democratic participation
�� To develop comprehension, tolerance and solidarity
�� To support participative communication and the freedom 

of movement of information and knowledge
�� To promote international peace and safety

Anticipating a lack of funding and follow-up by the UN 
system, an UN-based action group called for the involvement 
of civil society as well as the UN and its member states in part-
nership for a “global movement for a culture of peace.” This 
global movement was initiated by UNESCO in 2000. 

The global movement developed during the first five years 
of the UN Decade. In order to measure its progress, UNES-
CO in November 2004 established a Website and a network 
to contact thousands of NGOs, requesting them to contribute 
to a report on progress toward a culture of peace to be submit-
ted to a UN General Assembly plenary meeting to mark the 
midterm of the Decade.

Over three thousand pages of text and 500 photographs 
from 700 organizations in more than 100 countries were sub-
mitted to the Website’s information board.

In response to the first survey question, “Has your organiza-
tion seen progress toward a culture of peace and nonviolence in 
your domain of action and in your constituency during the first 
half of the Decade?” an overwhelming majority of the respon-
dents from every part of the world replied that they have seen 
progress, although it was difficult to measure quantitatively.7

In response to the second question, “What are the most 
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WHO Violence Prevention 
Alliance10

The Violence Prevention Alliance (VPA) was officially formed 
in January 2004 at a World Health Organization-hosted “Mile-
stones of a global campaign for violence prevention” meeting. 
The Milestones meeting reviewed the progress made since the 
2002 launch of the WHO’s World Report on Violence and Health 
and its subsequent Global Campaign for Violence Prevention.

The World Report on Violence and Health was the first com-
prehensive review of the problem of violence on a global scale 
– what it is, whom it affects and what can be done about it.

The VPA is a network of WHO member states, interna-
tional agencies and civil society organizations working to pre-
vent violence. VPA participants share an evidence-based public 
health approach that targets the risk factors leading to violence 
and promotes multi-sectoral cooperation. It is an opportunity 
for groups from all sectors (governmental, non-governmental 
and private) and levels (community, national, regional and in-
ternational) to unite around a shared vision and approach to 
violence prevention that works both to address the root causes 
of violence and to improve services for victims.

Based on the finding that interpersonal violence alone 
causes a significant portion of worldwide violence-related 
deaths and disabilities and that its many sub-types are closely 
related to self-directed and collective violence, initial VPA ef-
forts concentrated on interpersonal violence while at the same 
time addressing its links with other forms of violence.

In 2009, WHO and John Moores University (Liverpool) 
launched Violence prevention: the evidence, an eight-part brief-
ing series on the evidence for interventions to prevent inter-
personal and self-directed violence. The briefings focus on pre-
venting violence through

�� developing safe, stable and nurturing relationships be-
tween children and their parents and care-givers;

�� developing life skills in children and adolescents;
�� reducing access to lethal means including guns, knives 

and pesticides;
�� promoting gender equality to prevent violence against 

women;
�� changing cultural and social norms that support violence; 
�� and reducing violence through victim identification, care 

and support programmes.

ity concern was “understanding, tolerance and solidarity,” the 
WCC/DOV provided information on churches’ actions and 
activities in the context of the Decade to Overcome Violence 
as input to the Final Civil Society Report of the UN Interna-
tional Decade for a Culture of Peace, submitted to the Sep-
tember 2010 UN General Assembly. 

More Information:
World Report on the Culture of Peace: 

http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/ 
UNESCO Website for Culture of Peace:  

http://www.unesco.org/cp
Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Children 

of the World. A mid-term report from the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR). Alkmaar, 17 March 
2005. http://bit.ly/gd4CCx

Final Civil Society Report on the United Nations International 
Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the Chil-
dren of the World (2001-2010). May 2010. 
http://bit.ly/cPzsSM  

http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/
http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/
http://www.unesco.org/cp
http://www.unesco.org/cp
http://bit.ly/gd4CCx
http://bit.ly/cPzsSM
http://bit.ly/cPzsSM
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They provide clear directions on how violence preven-
tion funders, policy-makers and programme implementers can 
boost the impact of their violence prevention efforts.

A John Moores University Violence Prevention Website 
provides an evidence-based resource for policy-makers, prac-
titioners and others working to prevent violence. It includes 
a searchable data base of abstracts from published studies that 
measure the effectiveness of interventions to prevent child 
abuse, elder abuse, intimate partner violence, sexual violence 
and youth violence; key publications and resources on violence 
and its prevention; news and updates from the field of violence 
prevention; and links to relevant organizations.

In 2004, the WCC/DOV office produced a CD ROM 
containing background documents and other resources, includ-
ing the WHO World Report on Violence and Health. Judging 
that WHO’s analytical information on violence and violence 
prevention would be useful for the churches’ efforts, the WCC/
DOV coordination office attended several WHO Milestones 
conferences as a VPA member and consistently shared and 
publicized VPA insights, facts and information with its part-
ners. WCC/DOV also encouraged churches to join national or 
regional VPAs, following the example of the churches in Jamai-
ca (see description of the work of the Jamaica VPA in “DOV 
Stories and Examples of ‘Good Practice’” section on p. 82). 

More Information:
WHO Violence Prevention Alliance (VPA) Website:  

http://bit.ly/9RgASF  
Who World Report on Violence and Health. Eds. Etienne G. 

Krug, Linda L. Dahlberg, James A. Mercy, Anthony B. 
Zwi and Rafael Lozano. World Health Organization, 
Geneva, 2002. http://bit.ly/fpPuu2

Violence prevention: the evidence. WHO/JMU Centre for 
Public Health. ISBN 978 92 4 150084 5 (NLM classifi-
cation: HV 6625) http://bit.ly/e9yUHn 

WHO Violence and Injury Prevention and Disability (VIP) 
Website: http://bit.ly/dZAmcA  

John Moores University violence prevention Website: 
http://bit.ly/hmDadR

http://bit.ly/9RgASF
http://bit.ly/9RgASF
http://bit.ly/fpPuu2
http://bit.ly/e9yUHn
http://bit.ly/dZAmcA
http://bit.ly/hmDadR
http://bit.ly/hmDadR
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Conclusion:  
What Have We Learned,  
and Where Do We Go  
From Here?
By Hansulrich Gerber

The aim here is to describe the context in which the Decade 
happened and to cast a critical eye over what it has achieved.  
From that vantage point, I will offer some observations about 
the challenges and stumbling blocks that I see ahead today, in 
the aftermath of the DOV. 

The Decade has not been an unmitigated success, but it 
has had some real successes and it has set in motion a process 
of prioritizing peace in the ecumenical movement that cannot 
now be stopped.

The Decade began in a context of

�� the end of the Cold War, and of apartheid;
�� the start of an ubiquitous daily liturgy of violence all over 

the world;
�� the first fruits of interdisciplinary research on violence 

prevention work;
�� the recognition and spread of new approaches in peace-

building and conflict resolution; 
�� growing acknowledgement among the international com-

munity of religion’s potential to play a constructive role 
in peace-making and its the importance for the work of 
reconciliation;

�� the waning public influence of the churches in Europe 
and North America;

�� the UN Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence 
for the Children of the World;

�� the institutional shrinkage and, hence, the reduced capac-
ity of the WCC.

It sometimes felt during the 

DOV as though we were driving 

with the handbrake on. Despite 

this, we have set some crucially 

important things in motion. 

Rev. Hansulrich Gerber 
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The Decade followed several high-profile ecumenical proj-
ects that called for continued effort and follow-up. These in-
cluded, firstly, the conciliar process around Justice, Peace and 
the Integrity of Creation (JPIC), launched at the 1983 WCC 
Assembly in Vancouver, a process that never actually ended 
but gradually assumed a lower profile during the 1990s.

Another precursor was the 1988-1998 Decade of Church-
es in Solidarity with Women. This Decade made it eminently 
clear that violence against women is widespread in all cultural 
and confessional contexts.  It successfully used the model of 
“Living Letters” to reach many in the churches, yet the hopes 
of the Decade were not fully realized across the membership of 
the WCC. 

Immediately preceding the DOV was the Programme to 
Overcome Violence (POV), which began with a campaign 
called Stop the Illegal Occupation in Israel-Palestine (see 
“Overcoming Violence 1994-1998: From Programme to De-
cade” section on p. 11), and included the innovative Peace to 
the City (PTTC) campaign and prepared the ground for the 
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Is-
rael (EAPPI) (see Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in 
Palestine and Israel in “An Overview of International Activities 
and Projects” section on p. 24). Of these initiatives only the 
EAPPI – firmly anchored in the life of the churches – remains. 
The letting-go of the high-profile Peace to the City Campaign 
and the PTTC network did lasting damage to the Decade.

What Has the DOV Accomplished?

1.	 The DOV has moved the concern for peace, reconcilia-
tion and justice closer to the heart of the churches. It has 
not moved peace into the centre of church life, but it has 
revealed how much peace is still marginal. 

2.	 The DOV has helped to raise the profile of many long-
standing peace initiatives and to help build them into net-
works. It has contributed to the awareness of peace work 
and the motivation to take it up. In this regard, the DOV 
Annual Foci were instrumental, as were the Living Letters.

3.	 The discourse on war, peace and violence has shifted from 

the debate on just war to the elaboration of the meaning 
and the practice of ”just peace”. The shift created an agen-
da that has become inescapable for churches. Debate over 
the emerging norm, the Responsibility to Protect, brought 
the shift into focus. (See The Responsibility to Protect in 
“DOV Themes and Issues” section on p. 114.)

4.	 During the Decade, the complexity of issues around vio-
lence has become much clearer and the discourse more 
differentiated. The DOV has helped to spread lessons 
learned through the World Health Organization’s work on 
violence and thus contributed to more effective approach-
es to violence prevention.

5.	 Nonviolence has until now hardly been part of the theo-
logical vocabulary or of church liturgies. The DOV has 
helped to reintroduce this challenging notion and has 
revealed a tremendous ignorance of active nonviolence 
among churches.

6.	 Through expert consultations, the DOV has provided a 
platform to understand the importance of the healing of 
memories and to hear healing stories from different parts 
of the world. Regional consultations on related subjects 
have also helped explore forgiveness and reconciliation.

7.	 Finally, the DOV has facilitated the development of some 
new directions in interreligious encounters and coopera-
tion for peace, through seminars at the Ecumenical In-
stitute in Bossey during the first half of the Decade and 
interreligious initiatives during its final years.

Challenges for the Work Ahead

1.	 Setting nonviolence and peace, the healing of memories 
and reconciliation in the very centre of the churches’ life 
must be vigorously pursued beyond the Decade and at all 
levels of church life. Appeals and statements made over 
decades need to be actually applied. For that, we need new 
partnerships that generate joint practical commitments. 
The threat to the human family of direct and indirect 
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violence against nature was not taken into consideration 
sufficiently by the DOV, especially at its beginning. The 
subject has been brought to the table in the latter part of 
the Decade, as its urgency increased drastically and calls 
for immediate action multiplied.

2.	 The theological discourse generally assumes that violence 
essentially originates from conflict and that conflict, if not 
stopped, inevitably leads to violence. That is inconsistent 
with much of the biblical narrative, the lessons of history 
and the findings of modern science. This theological and 
cultural mentality overlooks the fact that conflict does not 
exclude love, but violence does. The confusion of conflict 
and violence, very common in the news media, is detri-
mental to the ministry of reconciliation and for building 
peace. It is precisely for this reason that close collaboration 
between theology and sociology/anthropology and a con-
sistent interdisciplinary approach between churches, civil 
society and the scientific community is essential. We see 
such cooperation growing within the Violence Prevention 
Alliance initiated by the WHO. (See Violence Prevention, 
a Public Health Approach in “DOV Themes and Issues” 
section on p. 116, and WHO Violence Prevention Alli-
ance in “Networks Related to DOV” section on p. 128.)

3.	 There is still much theological and educational work to do 
on the DOV objective to “relinquish any theological justi-
fication of violence”. Such work is imperatively ecumeni-
cal and interdisciplinary. It requires deep reassessments of 
common assumptions on atonement and redemption.

4.	 Nonviolence as a way of life and an approach to conflict 
must be pursued as a beautiful, spiritual and practical 
value. Nonviolence is far more than the notion of not us-
ing force. Nonviolence needs to be rehabilitated in church 
and society as realistic, risky and faithful to the human 
calling, regardless of religion or creed. Conflict does not 
break communities and oppress people; violence does so, 
in many forms. The real alternative is nonviolence, which 
means respect and love or loving kindness. Is not that how 
God is revealed in Christ?

5.	 The senseless and scandalous increase in world military 
spending goes largely unchallenged among the churches. 
At the end of the Decade, world hunger could be elimi-
nated with one week of the world’s military spending. The 
DOV has not managed to mobilize churches on this issue. 
Perhaps the stones will cry out. (See World Military Ex-
penditures Versus Spending on Education and Health in 
“International Actions and Projects” section on p. 47, and 
Churches at Work for a World without Nuclear Weapons 
in “DOV Themes and Issues” section on p. 109.)

It is difficult to measure the Decade’s achievements in pro-
grammatic terms. However, the endeavours of so many indi-
viduals and organizations over a period of ten years have con-
tributed to an essential shift in ways that will last.  The DOV 
increased the churches’ awareness that peace is a gift of God 
and offered more differentiated analyses of peace than many 
churches had known previously. The DOV was a beginning. It 
is up to us all to continue the work. 

A Swiss Mennonite minister, Rev. Hansulrich Gerber trained as 
school teacher and catechist and worked in youth ministry, then 
studied theology in Elkhart, USA and was pastor of the Menno-
nite Church in Bern, Switzerland. Prior to joining the WCC’s 
Decade to Overcome Violence, Rev. Gerber served ten years as 
Europe director for the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC). 
He is now president of International Fellowship of Reconciliation 
(IFOR) and coordinates IFOR Switzerland.
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INTRODUCTION

1	 English Revised Version.
2	 Decade to Overcome Violence – Message, Letter, Basic 
Framework, in: WCC, Central Committee, Minutes of the 
Fiftieth Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, 26 August – 3 Sep-
tember 1999, pp.185-195.

OVERCOMING VIOLENCE 1994-1998: FROM 
PROGRAMME TO DECADE

1	 Just Peace Companion, Chapter 2, “Recollecting the Sto-
ries: Decade to Overcome Violence,” draft document, p.17.
2	 This account largely reproduces a text on the WCC Inter-
national Affairs, Peace and Human Security - PEACEBUILD-
ING AND DISARMAMENT Web page http://bit.ly/ghjTaS. 
It also draws on material posted on the now-dormant Peace to 
the City Website: http://bit.ly/dZMrgJ. 

WCC ACTIONS AND PROJECTS: AN OVERVIEW

Launching the Decade
1	 2001 WCC Activity report.

Theological Study and Reflection
2	 Realising mutuality and interdependence in a world of 
diverse identities. Aide memoire, theological consultation orga-
nized by WCC/Faith and Order in partnership with the Church 
of Norway and Norwegian Church Aid. FO/2005:09, June 
2005. Oslo, Norway, 27-30 April 2005. http://bit.ly/euNYoY
3	 Ibid.

Women in Church and Society
4	 The Tamar Campaign was conceived by the Ujamaa Centre 
for Biblical and Theological Community Development and Re-
search at the University of Kwa-Zulu/Natal’s School of Religion 
and Theology in Pietmaritzburg, South Africa in the 1990s.
5	 An anthology on Redemptive Masculinities is a forthcom-
ing WCC Publication, EHAIA Series. 

6	 Maryann’s Reflection. DOV Website. http://bit.ly/fxUfbx
7	 Created in God’s Image: From Hegemony to Partnership. A 
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culinities. Eds. Patricia Sheerattan-Bisnauth and Philip Vinod 
Peacock. World Communion of Reformed Churches / WCC, 
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7-9. http://bit.ly/gXrCsc 
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and advance equality, justice, and dignity. Through initiatives 
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Impunity, Truth, Justice and Reconciliation 

9	 The latter being a case study mentioned in an article 
published in French “Ethique, Justice Restauratrice et droits 
de victimes”, in Martin A. (ed.) La mémoire et le pardon, 
L’Harmattan, Paris 2010.
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combat impunity
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Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Disappearances Con-
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bai, India, January 2004
�� An international professional conference in St Petersburg, 

Russia in October 2004
�� An international professional conference in Dhaka, Ban-

gladesh in November-December 2004
�� An international professional conference in Yaoundé, 

Cameroon in March 2005
�� A panel discussion, workshop and “76, Rosenstrasse” 

exhibit at the Protestant Kirchentag, Hannover, Germany 
in May 2005

�� A workshop, 76, Rosenstrasse” exhibit and international 
professional exchange “Femme globale” in Berlin, Ger-
many in September 2005

�� A workshop and 76, Rosenstrasse” exhibit at the Ninth 
WCC Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil in February 2006

�� An international professional conference in Managua, 
Nicaragua in February 2006

�� The  Rosenstrasse” exhibit and panel discussion at the 
central station in Stuttgart, Germany in March 2006.
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Teckstraße 66. 70190 Stuttgart. Tel. 0170/1830743. E-Mail: 
thomas.knoedl@onlinehome.de
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19	 Peace Journalism. Peace Counts, German Institut für Aus-
landsbeziehungen (IFA) Website. http://bit.ly/h3PokG
20	 Ibid.

100,000 Roses Say no to Violence. Switzerland
21	 Comment informer les médias à l’avance. Joint campaign 
document issued by Pain pour le Prochain /l’Action de 
Carême. http://bit.ly/hGms5f
22	 Dites-le avec une rose. Joint article by Pain pour le Pro-
chain /l’Action de Carême. http://bit.ly/e6rssm
23	 Ibid.

The Decade in the USA
24	 The second half of this report (2006-2010) is based on 
material provided by US DOV Committee co-chair Ms An-
gelique Walker Smith

25	 History of the US Decade to Overcome Violence Effort, by 
Jean Martensen and Jim Stokes-Buckles. Draft manuscript, 
April 2007.
26	 Letter from the US Conference for the WCC to the 9th 
Assembly, Porto Alegre, Brazil. Message to the Assembly, 14 
February 2006. http://bit.ly/gGsM6p 
27	 Letter to President Barack Obama from the US Confer-
ence of the WCC, 20 January 2009. http://bit.ly/f2jQQo

Lenten Fast from Violence, USA
28	 To the Churches of the USA. An Invitation. US Office of 
the WCC flyer. 
29	 Lenten fast from Violence. Biblical and educational re-
source guides available. WCC press release 10 February 
2005: http://bit.ly/g8J8oE 

Peace for Life: Inter-faith resistance to war and Economic 
Globalization. Philippines
30	 No Peace Without Justice, closing declaration, Interna-
tional Workshop on People’s Forum on Peace for Life, Seoul, 
Korea, October 2003. http://bit.ly/fMJgsj
31	 Peace for Life 2004-2009, narrative report, Peace for Life 
Secretariat, April 2010. http://bit.ly/hU1jmq 
32	 A call to Solidarity and Action, final conference statement, 
First People’s Forum on Peace for Life, Davao City, Philip-
pines, 28 November – 4 December 2004. http://bit.ly/eZP7i7
33	 Peace for Life 2004-2008, narrative report, Second 
People’s Forum on “Without Fear of Empire: Global Peo-
ple’s Resistance”, 20-23 March 2009, Bogotá, Colombia. 
http://bit.ly/dJPnr4
34	 Ibid.
35	 WCC/Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum (PIEF) Website. 
http://bit.ly/fM7hlY

Historic Peace Churches International Conferences
36	 This report was provided by Donald Miller, a former 
general secretary of the Church of the Brethren in the US and 
faculty emeritus of Bethany Theological Seminary.
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DOV THEMES AND ISSUES

Interreligious Cooperation in the Challenge of 
Overcoming Violence
1	 Nurturing Peace, Overcoming Violence: In the way of Christ 
for the sake of the World. An invitation to a process of theological 
study and reflection on Peace, Justice and Reconciliation during 
the Decade to Overcome Violence: Churches Seeking Peace and 
Reconciliation 2001-2010. Programme desk on Theological 
Study and Reflection on Peace, Faith & Order, WCC, Ge-
neva, September 2003. http://bit.ly/fskHez  
2	 Minute on mutual respect, responsibility and dialogue 
with people of other faiths. WCC Ninth Assembly document, 
Porto Alegre, Brazil, 23 February, 2006. 23 February, 2006. 
http://bit.ly/ewLNTe 

The Responsibility to Protect
3	 Vulnerable populations at risk. Statement on the responsi-
bility to protect. Report to the WCC Ninth Assembly, Porto 
Alegre, Brazil. 23 February 2006. http://bit.ly/epRCXU
4	 Ibid.

Violence Prevention – A Public Health Approach
5	 See account of the work of the WHO Violence Preven-
tion Alliance in the Related Networks section, below.

NETWORKS RELATED TO DOV

Ecumenical Disability Advocates Network
1	 A Church of All and for All - An interim statement pre-
sented to the 2003 WCC Central Committee meeting. 
http://bit.ly/hQ6PC8 
2	 “Voicing out for the Silenced: A Seminar Curriculum on 
Disability and Violence for Local Churches and Theological 
Institutions” in Ministerial Formation No. 103, July 2004, p. 
14. http://bit.ly/i9yMW2 

Foundation for a Culture of Peace
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http://bit.ly/eFQRlg 
4	 Declaration of Montserrat on Religions and the Build-
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Global Priorities Campaign
5	 Global Priorities Campaign Website. 
http://www.globalpriorities.org/
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The UN Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence 

7	 UNESCO Website information board. 
http://decade-culture-of-peace.org/ .
8	 Final Civil Society Report on the United Nations In-
ternational Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence 
for the Children of the World (2001-2010). May 2010. 
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9	 Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence for the 
Children of the World. A mid-term report from the International 
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WHO Violence Prevention Alliance
10	 See essay on Violence Prevention – A Public Health Ap-
proach in the “DOV Themes and Issues” section.
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“Overcoming violence and Pursuing Justice. An introduction to Restorative Justice 
Procedures”, The Ecumenical Review, WCC, Geneva, April 2003.

http://bit.ly/fEV3YT
http://bit.ly/fTGJev
http://bit.ly/f9MraS
http://bit.ly/gXrCsc
http://bit.ly/icmZhZ
http://bit.ly/bURQ9Y


	 Appendix I: References� 141

Mission and Violence – Building a Culture of Peace

Matthey, Jacques, ed., Come, Holy Spirit, Heal and Reconcile! Report of the Conference 
on World Mission and Evangelism, Athens, Greece, May 2005. WCC, Geneva, 2008.

Mission and violence: an ambivalent relationship, WCC press release, Conference on 
World Mission and Evangelism, Athens, Greece, 9-16 May 2005. http://bit.ly/gx9ilk

“Mission as Ministry of Reconciliation” in You are the Light of the World: Statements 
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CH-1211 Geneva 2 Switzerland
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www.oikoumene.org

There is a need to bring together the work on gender and racism, human 

rights and transformation of conflict in ways that engage the churches 

in initiatives for reconciliation that build on repentance, truth, justice, 

reparation and forgiveness.

The Council should work strategically with the churches on these issues 

to create a culture of nonviolence, linking and interacting with other 

international partners and organizations, and examining and developing 

appropriate approaches to conflict transformation and just peacemaking 

in the new globalized context.

Therefore, the WCC proclaims the period 2001-2010 as an Ecumenical 

Decade to Overcome Violence.

— Excerpt from Together on the Way – Official Report of the Eighth Assembly of the WCC, Harare, December 1998

A record of gratitude and a sign of hope, Overcoming Violence summarizes the many activities 

initiated by the WCC Decade for Overcoming Violence, which was launched to aid churches in moving 

peacebuilding from the periphery to the centre of church life and witness. The reader gains a sense of 

the energy, creativity, and passion that the initiative engendered around the globe.
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